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A Christmas Greeting 


HERE’S not a memory of home, or friend, 
Be they so far remote, however lowly; 
No place where new affections richly blend 
That does not grow more beautiful, more holy, 
At Christmas. 


There is no laughter of a little child, 
No fiery passion of Youth’s rosy morning, 
No treasure-house of Age, benign and mild, 
That is not sweeter for the Christ’s adorning 
At Christmas. 


° 


There is no depth of love, no pang of sorrow, 
No mighty moving in the human heart, 
No comfort for today, hope for tomorrow, 
In which the Christ has not a larger part 
At Christmas. 


So, as we send our greeting of affection, 
We share the memory of Him who came; 
In fellowship, in happy recollection, 
Each fervent wish is hallowed in His name 
At Christmas. 
—W. E. Gilroy, in The Congregationalist.. 
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About Folks and Things | 


Rev. Frederick Cooper, our well known 
paster evangelist, changes his address from 
Albany, Mo., to 707 Boston Street, Indian- 
ola, Towa. 


Dr. S. Q. Helfenstein at this writing is in 
St. Paul and Minneapolis where he joined 
his wife, Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, in a 
visit with his daughter and other relatives. 


Brother Alfred Hurst, student pastor of 
our church at Elkhart, Indiana, spoke very 
acceptably to the young people of the 
Wakarusa Church on Friday evening of 
Kingdom Enlistment Week. 


Twelve new members were received at the 
Oshawa Church, Ontario, December 9— 
making a total of fifty-seven this year. Rev. 
E. T. Cotten is the pastor and speaks in our 
Communication Department of his efforts at 
all-the-year-around evangelism. 


Rev. Zelma Mills, pastor of the church 
at Harrisville, Indiana, recently closed a 
successful meeting with this church in 
which she was assisted by Rev. A. E. Cort- 
ner. An addition of forty-three new mem- 
bers to the church was one of the visible 
results. 


Mrs. Athella M. Howsare spent three 
weeks last month in mission activities for 
the Woman’s Boards in Iowa, Nebraska, 
and Kansas; and she is now taking a ten 
days’ vacation with her daughter Elizabeth, 
who is a missionary to the Indians at Ft. 
Apache, Arizona. 


Rev.’ Dennis D. Bouman, pastor of the 
Maple Rapids parish, Michigan, is especial- 
ly pleased with the special Thank-offering 
program given by his church at Maple 
Rapids, and they are also hoping for a 
splendid offering for the Carversville 
Christian Orphanage. 


Foreign Mission Secretary Minton was 
with the Montpelier, Indiana, Church last 
Sunday evening, giving a stereopticon lec- 
ture on the women and children of Japan 
as one of the features of the Thank-offering 
service of this church of which Rev. Mrs. 
Guernsey Stephens is the pastor. 


Dr.. J. O. Atkinson, Mission Secretary of 
the Southern Christian Convention, and Dr. 
Omer S. Thomas, Home Mission Secretary 
of the General Christian Convention, this 
week are visiting our mountain work at 
Fancy Gap, Virginia, a home mission enter- 
prise conducted jointly under the two 
boards. 


Dr. J. D. Hartzell, one of the aggressive 
workers of the North Star Christian 
Church, was. a visitor at. the Publishing 
House last weck for the purpose of securing 
literature and supplies for the Sunday- 
school. It is always a pleasure to have 
calls from the loyal supporters of our 
various local churches. 


Dr. W. H. Denison gave three addresses 
at the meeting of the woman’s missionary 
board of the Northwestern Indiana Con- 


ference, held at Greentown, December 4. 
Although the day was very stormy, there 
was a good interest and plans were made 
for Mrs. Atice V. Morrill to conduct a 
series of missionary institutes in the con- 
ference December 18-16. 

A late bulletin of the Lima Church, Rey. 
L. D. Hammond pastor, puts The Herald 
before its people in these words: 

Are you receiving our denominational pa- 
per—The Herald of Gospel Liberty? It is 
conceded to be one of the very best church 
papers and no home of the Christian denom- 
ination should be without it. What better 
gift could you make your family than fifty- 
two copies of The Herald during 1924? 

The Kingdom Enlistment Week meeting 
at Wakarusa, Indiana, as put on by Execu- 
tive Secretary Howsare, together with 
other helpers, was most satisfactory in its 
results, as will be seen by a statement from 
Brother Howsare found elsewhere in this 
issue. Rev. Clarence Defur, the pastor at 
Wakarusa, will have a very interesting 
testimony to the value of such services in 
our issue next week. 


Plattsburg, Miami Ohio Conference, Rev. 
Cc. F. Baldwin pastor, has just closed a 
meeting in which twenty-six were received 
into the church. It was especially signifi- 
cant because of the exceptional way for that 
community in which the men took an in- 
terest. A reception for the new pastor and 
his wife was recently held in the home of the 
oldest member of the church, Mrs. Gertrude 
Porter, at which over a hundred were pres- 
ent. 


We were all delighted to learn that Dr. 
W. W. Staley is sufficiently restored to 
health to be able to attend the meeting of 
the Federal Council at Columbus, Ohio, last 
week. Dr. Martyn Summerbell, Dr. F. H. 
Peters, Secretary Burnett, Home Mission 
Secretary Thomas, and Executive Secretary 
Howsare were also present as represent- 
atives of our brotherhood. Dr. Denison was 
kept from this meeting, as well as from the 
United Stewardship Council meeting in 
New York, by the illness of Mrs. Denison 
who has been confined to her bed for some 
days suffering severely from sciatica. Those 
who were at Columbus report an unusually 
fine session. 


Word has just reached the Foreign«Mis- 
sion Office of the serious iliness of Mrs. D. 
P. Barrett in a Ponce hospital. The trou- 
ble is malaria, complicated by trouble with 
a goitre. For several days her tempera- 
ture was extremely high and much anxiety 
has been felt by those near her. We are 
glad to say that the last note from Brother 
Barrett, dated December 4, indicates that 
the fever has abated and Mrs. Barrett seems 
considerably improved. The little son Al- 
fred has also been in the hospital with 
his mother, having had his tonsils removed. 
We are glad that he, too, is reported improv- 
ing. The many friends of these faithful 
workers will be much in prayer in their be- 
half. No further word has been received as 
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to the condition of Dr. Woodworth, who has 
been suffering with! erysipelas in Japan. 


Rev. Llewellyn ©. Fletcher is just cele- 
brating his twenty-third birthday, and it 
seems to us is accredited with a most unu- 
sual record. It has been nearly fifty-three 
months since he gave his first sermon, and 
within that time he has preached from 129 
different texts, on 158 different Sundays, 
conducted 352 regular church services, sup- 
plied at various times for twenty-six differ- 
ent churches belonging to six denominations 
in seven different States and two different 
nations. Brother Fletcher, as you all know, 
is the son of our Rev. W. P. Fletcher, of On- 
tario, our new worker.in the Christian Edu- 
cation Department, and is now completing 
his education at Yale University, prepara- 
tory to taking up foreign mission service. 
And while crowded with studies at Yale, he 
still finds time to render much outside ser- 
vice. 


Our folks within reach of Indianapolis 
will be especially interested in the Christian 


Church rally to be held in connection with’ 


the great Student Volunteer Convention in 
that city, December 28 to January 1. The 
rally will be held on Sunday afternoon, De- 
cember 30, at three o’clock in the Y. M. C. 
A. It will be a great opportunity for pas- 
tors to get their promising young people in 
touch with students and faculty members 
from each of our colleges who will be in at- 
tendance. A splendid program is being ar- 
ranged, emphasizing the challenge of Chris- 
tian life service, and we hope that large 
numbers of our people within reach of In- 
dianapolis will make it a point to be pres- 
ent. The headquarters of the Christian 
Church delegation will be the Linden Hotel, 
just across the street from the Y. M. C. A. 
Be sure to go. All who plan to attend 
should, if possible, send’ word to Foreign 
Mission Secretary Minton. 


For nearly five years Brother Hermon 
Eldredge has contributed week by week the 
Sunday-school lesson notes to the columns 
of The Herald, with a faithfulness which 
has been remarkably fine considering the 
fact that he received no financial remunera- 
tion whatever for them and that they had to 
be prepared in addition to all of his other 
heavy work—many times while on the road 
and under dreadful pressure. One who has 
never tried it cannot appreciate the exact- 
ing frequency with which copy must be pre- 
pared for a weekly publication. He has 
never failed us a single lesson. And they 
have always been on a high order that have 
appealed mightily to the readers of The 
Herald. Sunday-school teachers and stu- 
dents have made great use of them. The 
editor wishes to express his very deep and 
grateful appreciation to Brother Eldredge 
for the great service which he has so gen- 
erously rendered. It has been a service of 


. love on his part that has been greatly and 


widely appreciated. Beginning with this 
coming issue, Brother W. P. Fletcher, the 
new worker in the Department of Christian 
Education, will take up these lesson notes— 
and of this we will speak further next week. 





The Comprehensiveness of the Christmas Message 


its permanency in the minds and the hearts of men, only as he comes to understand how pro- 

foundly comprehensive it is in its fullness and meaning. The classic words of the angels at the 
birth of the Christ-child denoted something of the infinite expansiveness and inclusiveness of his mis- 
sion to mankind; and we can understand him and his gospel only as we perceive the three-fold mag- 
nificence of his message. In the first place, and foundational to all the rest, he was to bring a new 
revelation of God that would give humanity an entirely different conception of the Heavenly Father. 
There was the “Glory to God in the highest” as the very opening strain of the angels’ anthem, be- 
cause out of man’s thought of the nature and character of God grow all of the rest of his religion and 
life-purposes. What mankind conceives to be the thought and will of God sooner or later will become 
the idea and objectives toward which it will struggle to move the world. So humanity’s idea of God 
is basic to all of the rest of man’s being—and out of it grow our philosophies, our ideals of governments 
and institutions and social contacts, and our dreams of what the ages must yet bring forth in order 
that “the kingdoms of the earth may become the Kingdom of our God” and satisfying and well pleas- 
ing to him. And no man can fully appreciate the meaning of the Christmas message until he recognizes 
all this and then realizes that Jesus Christ came to incarnate in his own life the most matchless con- 
ception of the Father which the world has ever known. ’ F 


O NE can grasp the real significance of the Christmas message, the significance which has given it 


SECOND content of the Christmas message is indicated in the words, “Peace on earth, good will 

towards men.” However one may render that passage, it still embraces the idea of the universal 
breadth and fullness of the love of God for all humanity. The norm of Christ’s gospel outreaches the 
circles of the earth and enfolds in its loving embrace every race and nationality and type and condi- 
tion of mankind. The thought of caste and race and nationalism which had been inherent in the Jew- 
ish and other religions was entirely effaced by Christ’s gospel as an utter impossibility in the mind 
and the heart of God. To the heart of the Father all races, of every tribe and color, are one, and all 
alike are his children. And the yearning tenderness of his passionate desire for their peace and: their 
welfare makes intolerable to him the strife and oppression and bitterness which always have grown 
out of men’s selfishness and greed toward each other. Man’s inhumanity to man can have no part and 
no place in Christ’s conception for the Kingdom; and no one has understood the magnificent propor- 
tions of the Christmas message until he has comprehended how completely and triumphantly its spirit 
of kindness and good will is to permeate every human relationship until it fills the earth withits sweet- 
ness and ‘peace. 


UT still a third consideration as vital as the others, and without which they become an empty dream 
and absurdity, is the personal equation in which the individual soul of every human being is given 

the assurance that “There is born unto you this day a Savior.” What God is and what his great heart 
wants to be and do for his children mean little or nothing to that one who will not bring his own soul 
into direct contact and harmony with the Eternal. And what the Kingdom of God can be and should 
be among humanity will either become an exalted privilege or an irritating and distasteful restriction 
to each individual in degree as he has accepted or rejected that Kingdom’s spirit and objectives for his 
own life. And so far as the individual within his own personal self is concerned, Jesus Christ himself 
might as well never have come if he neglects or refuses to yield to him his life and his loyalties. Sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ is the most intimately personal and individualistic of all human experi- 
ences; and no one ever can comprehend the real significance and the profound issues of Christ’s coming 
until he has received him as his own personal friend and Savior in his very own soul. God, all human- 
ity, each individual person, and the relation and meaning of the three to each and each to the others— 
this it is which keeps the Christmas message perennially fresh and glorious in the heart of humanity. 
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Think It Through on Christmas 


T is true that the urgent demands upon a Christian’s generosity 
| have come with a strange persistency during the last several 

years. It seems that we no sooner get through with one gigan- 
tic undertaking than another is upon us, and solicitations follow 
one another in rapid succession. Some are beginning tg grow 
weary ofthis frequency of appedls, and are inclined to grumble 
somewhat about it. And yet we are wondering if they have really 
thought this thing through, and whether, as Christian men and 
women who are anxious to do the right thing even in money 
matters, they are willing to think it through. Right now in the 
midst of the Christmas spirit is a fine time to do it, and so we 
want to commend the following to your earnest and Christian 
consideration: 

First, these demands are not optional with those who make 
them. God knows that the people in Tokyo and Yokohoma—the 
ones of them who are still left alive—did not avant to be made 
the objects of Christian philanthropy by that terrible disaster. 
God knows that the poor people of the Near East—those of them 
who have not already been butchered—did not choose to be brutally 
outraged and starved and left homeless and desolate just in order 
to be subjects of American charity. And something is the matter 
with the soul of any man who becomes irritated with the frequency 
of the appeals to him for money, to him in his health and strength 
and security from disaster, when he ought to be humbled with 4 
deep sense of thankfulness for his safety and blessings, and pained 
beyond measure that others should be less fortunate. And it is 
even so with every call that is sent out by our church and college 
authorities. They are not to be blamed that they make the call. 
They deserve sympathy that they are placed under the burden 
and the urgency of the work which makes the call imperative. 


Second, we must remember that most of the calls which have 

to do with our church and college work come in answer to our 
own prayers. We have been praying for the very thing which 
brought them about—that is if we are real Christians and have 
any sense of our own Christian responsibility and duty towards the 
church of which we are a member, we have been praying for it. 
These calls for increased giving for missions and colleges come 
enly because of the growth of the work for which we have been 
preying. And he who complains about being asked so often for 
money, and for so much money, is complaining because God has 
answered his own prayers. It is a little and contemptible spirit 
in any Christian to grumble about the demands for money for 
Christian work, instead of rejoicing with Jesus Christ that his 
cause has grown so magnificently that costly outlays of money for 
expansion and equipment are necessary. 
» Third, your own spiritual welfare, your own bigness of heart 
and life, are at stake in the spirit and manner in which you 
answer these appeals. For the starving in Armenia, forthe home- 
less and hungry in Tokyo, it is a physical emergency; for you 
it is a spiritual test, a test in sympathy and big-heartedness— 
and it may turn out a far greater disaster for you than for them. 
The law of gravity is not more inescapable and ruthless than this 
principle. No one can evade this test which comes to his own 
soul when he is faced with a great need for sympathy and help. 
To grumble about the request, to give towards it grudgingly,. to 
turn away from it with refusal, is to start the processes of spirit- 
ual deterioration which lead to cynicism and hard-heartedness that 
ruin one’s loveliness and usefulness—and after awhile one’s joy 
in the fellowship and good will of his fellow-men. 

Fourth, there are just two ways of looking upon all such 
appeals for Christian help. The one considers them an irksome 
duty, an unpleasant and fretful thing that has to be gone through 
with if the solicitor cannot be avoided. The other looks upon them 
as opportunities to be sought, as privileges of enrichment that 
enoble a man’s soul and deepen and beautify his kinship with 
all mankind. To all such, these opportunities for giving become 
stepping-stones towards higher and finer Christian life, towards 
truer and sweeter Christian sympathy, towards a fuller fellow- 
ship in the sacrifice and suffering of Jesus Christ. Instead of 
being irksome things to be evaded, these appeals for money come 
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to be very genuine Christian privileges with a distinctive and 
peculiar joy of service that is limited only by one’s willingness and 
ability to give. And only he who is ignorant of these laws of 
which we have been speaking, or too sordid and greedy of heart 
to undertsand and appreciate them, will permit himself to fall 
into the habit of complaining of the frequency with which God, 
through these various appeals, is trying to lift him out of his own 
littleness and selfishness and make of him an instrument of great 
blessing. be 

In the light of these unyielding principles, we ask every reader 
to turn to the appeal of the Foreign Mission Department for the 
emergency fund made necessary by the Tokyo disaster, on page 18, 
and to our editorial appeal last week for the Near East Relief 
and answer them in the Christmas spirit and with the Christmas 
generosity of Christian men and women who are giad and grate- 
ful that they and their homes have been spared such disaster as 
those who need their help. 


The “Bible Story” for Children 


OT for a moment would The Herald minimize the very great 
N importance of teaching children the Bible itself, and familiar- 

izing them with the very words of the great texts and out- 
standing passages of Scripture. One of the most happy omens of 
our present processes of religious education is the renaissance of 
the practice of memorizing scriptural texts. Children of today 
need to “learn the Bible by heart” so that they can repeat under- 
standingly verse after verse of its choicest selections, just as much 
as ever our parents or grandparents needed to do so. Every child 
ought to possess its own copy of the Bible—an attractive, well 
printed, leather bound edition—and be taught to read it and to 
cherish it. 

But yet The Herald does recognize the fact that this is an ideal 
that is difficult to attain, and that it is possible for a child or a 
grown person to be able to repeat hundreds of verses of the Bible 
without having very much real knowledge of the Bible itself or of 
the great stories of religious life and truth which it presents. It 
is only practical good sense to recognize these facts, and to work 
to the best possible advantage to overcome them. To this end we 
believe that it is exceedingly important for parents and workers 
with children to appreciate the incalculable value of the right kind 
of “Bible story” book. We mean those boaks which undertake to 
put into language which children can understand a connected story 
of Biblical events, and something of what the great wisdom books 
of the Bible really teach. There have been several such books on 
the market, some of them excellent; and a few of them have had 
an astonishingly large sale. That they have done tremendous good 
no one can question. The writer knows many individuals whose 
knowledge of the Bible is largely confined to what they learned from 
one of these Bible story books. In many, many instances, grown 
people have found it far more interesting and far more intelligible 
to read the history of Israel and the doings of Bible times from a 
book like this than to try to dig these historical events from widely 
separated and disconnected passages of Holy Writ. Hence we 
urge that such a book be in every average Christian home, not only 
for the sake of the children, but also for the good which the par- 
ents themselves will get out of it. 


Two most superb books for this very purpose have recently 
appeared. The one is “The Bible Story,” by Rev. James Baikie.* 
It is a Macmillan book, and the author and the company may well 
feel proud of this noble production. It is a sturdy volume of nearly 
five hundred pages, with fifty beautiful full-page illustrations done 
in three colors. The volume covers both the Old and the New 
Testament, giving, in chronological manner, the author’s easy run- 
ning paraphrase of the Authorized Version. This narrative form 
will be understandable to children, and also ofttimes quite illumi- 
nating to grown-ups. In many places the author gives brief ex- 
vlanations, most of which are in sympathy with modern scholar- 
ship. Such a work necessarily leaves many things to be desired; 
and yet we do not see how it would be possible within the compass 


* The Bible Story. By Rev. James Baikie. The Macmillan Company. $5.00. 
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of a single volume to make a better paraphrase of the Bible for 
the use of children. 

Another such book, equally attractive in its physical make-up, 
and one of which both publisher and authors may be equally proud, 
is “The Children’s Bible,” by Henry A. Sherman and Charles Fos- 
ter Kent.¢ It is of size similar to the above, and has thirty most 
exceptional full-page illustrations in colors. Already it has at- 
tained a most enviable standing. Its text is admirable, and has the 
scholarly reliability and the literary finish for which its authors 
are noted. The selections from the Psalms and poetical passages 





+ The Children’s Bible. By Henry A. Sherman and Charles Foster Kent. Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. $3.50. 


— books may be purchased of The Christian Publishing Association, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 


The Trend 


Have the Unchurched No Responsibility? 

It is a mighty easy matter to get into the hubit of laying the 
whole responsibility for the moral and spiritual condition of the 
community upon the churches and Christian workers. Any number 
of folks—even of church members—have grown to expect to be 
continually coaxed and urged to do their duty by the church. They 
have been reared in Christian homes, of Christian parents, and * 
would not for a moment think of repudiating the Christian faith. 
Neither would they under any consideration be willing for the 
churches to go out of existence and allow their children to grow 
up in a_non-Christian community without Christian training. But 
they do want some one else to do all this Christian work and bear 
most of the financial expense for them. They get provoked if they 
are urged overmuch to do their part and yet at the same time 
they feel hurt if they are not urged enough. 

Is it not time that an atmosphere be created in every commun- 
ity that would make such people feel very keenly how dishonorable 


. is such a course? Is there no responsibility resting upon them to 


help look after the church, instead of always expecting the church 
to look after them? Is there any honor or any manliness in always 
waiting to be solicited for money and always waiting until there 
is something special on hand or some special effort put forth be- 
fore they attend church services? The church must run year in 
and year out, and it takes many faithful workers and much money 
to make it go as it should. These folks know this. What is their 
sense of honor, then, when they let the continual burden of it all 
fall upon others? It might be all right for the heathen to do that 
way, but for folks with a Christian inheritance, who really want 
the church and Christian teaching to continue in their communities, 
it is a plain and not at all honorable evasion of duty. 

And while, of course, pastors and church workers must never 
cease to have utmost patience with such people, and must con- 
tinually endeavor to enlist and deepen their loyalties, yet we feel 
that there is much justice in the other side of the question as pre- 
sented by Rev. R. J. Ellis, of Newton, Illinois, in a discussion of 
the question in one of the local papers of the town. He says: 

In referring to the dereliction of the non-attendant member, 
the editor inquires: “Do the ministers and church workers make 
continuous personal appeals to these delinquents, to get them into 
the habit of regular church attendance?” In reply to his inquiry, 
I will say that it should not be necessary for, nor expected of, our 
church workers to “make continuous personal appeals” to the class 
of men referred to. It seems to us that such men should know 
their duty to a proper cause. Men who are capable of being “over- 
zealous in business affairs,” could well afford to expend some of 
their surplus zeal in helping the needy interests of their churches. 
We grant that some men do need religious encouragement, but 
it is hardly that type of a fellow who stays away from chufch 


services on Sunday to read a Sunday newspaper. He’s a slacker. 
Church workers will avail little in making “continuous personal 
appeals” to men of his type. 

The editor further states that it is his own experience that 
these “continuous personal appeals” are not made by our church 
leadership “except for financial support.” I reply that if our 
churches are to be efficient, to the full measure of their usefulness 
in the community, they must be properly, or adequately, financed. 
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are printed in verse form, and the translations are surpassingly 
fine. It is a ‘superb book and destined to become a classic among 
works of this kind. 

Here are two books either of wHich is bound to attract atten- 
tion on any library or living room table. The very appearance, as 
well as the contents of either of them, gives a new sense of the 
to place in their homes some of the older “Bible story” books be- 
will appeal to young folks as well as to children. We want espe- 
cially to recommend them to any of our readers who have hesitated 
to place in their homes some of the older “Bible Story” books be- 
cause of their lack of modern scholarship and their fearfully un- 
artistic illustrations. These belong to another class and are bound 
to make a great place for themselves in homes which appreciate 
good literature and the beautiful. 


of Events 


This need will not be met until the men membership of the churches 
get into a more practical sympathy and support of church work. 
And they should give such support cheerfully—not waiting for 
“continuous personal appeals.” 


The Social Responsibility of the Church 


The real Christ cannot be a limited Christ. The very moment 
we run lines of restriction about his interest or activity so far as 
the welfare of humanity is concerned, that very moment we draw 
a death line across his divinity and make him out to be less than the 
living Son of the living God. A clear understanding of this un- 
questionable hypothesis would put an end to all agitation and con- 
tention against the “social gospel” on the part of men and women 
who really and truly believe in the divinity, or diety, of Jesus Christ. 
the very moment that we remove our industrial conflicts, our po- 
litical and social envolvements, and our international relations, from 
the most intense concern of Jesus Christ and the most specific im- 
plications of his gospel, that moment we deny his divinity—a divin- 
ity that is intelligible only as it predicates a Heavenly Father of the 
entire world and of every part and parcel of its life. The whole 
matter is that fundamental and primary to Christian faith. 


As this comes to be seen and understood more and more, this 
whole “social gospel” controversy will pass off the scene and the 
serious mind and heart of the Church will be turned to an earnest 
consideration of whether or not the Church has laid the proper 
emphasis in its teachings upon the social implicates of the gospel 
of Christ. When it does come so to study the question, we believe 
that the Church will be forced to recognize that it has been guilty 
of “contributory negligence” to some of the phases of life which now 
most seriously threaten our social welfare. In its Message for 
Labor Day, written by Dr. John McDowell, Secretary of the Pres- 
byterian Board of National Missions—a man who started life as a 
breaker boy in the coal mines, where he lost an arm—the Presby- 
terian Church lays emphasis upon this neglect of the Church to 
preach a complete gospel: 

Much of present industrial unrest is due to the failure of the 
Church to insist that if Christ is to be Master anywhere, he must 
be Master everywhere. Had the Christian Church insisted from the 
beginning that Christians cannot exclude their business, their pol- 
ities, their industry, their national and international interests from 
Christ’s sovereignty, the present industrial and international unrest 
would have been impossible. The present industrial unrest is a 
direct condemnation of the Church for not insisting that his King- 
dom ruleth over all steel mills and cotton factories, over all stores 
and schools, over all congresses and churches, over all national and 
international life. The Christianity entrusted to the Church for 
the salvation of mankind is a law fur the regulation of society as 
well as a way of salvation for the individual. 

The Church will never win for her Master the allegiance of the 
strong men of this world until she shows them that Christ has the. 
power and the purpose to rule the shep, the factory, the counting 
house, the labor unions and the manufacturers’ associates as well as 
the Church and the home. Charged with these inescapable divine 
and human obligations, the Church should be the first to see what 
justice demands, what money requires, and what the Christian 
spirit dictates in the realm of industry. While the Church is not 
prepared to advocate the employment of any icular industrial 
system, it does affirm the Christian fundamental principles and chal- 
lenges industry to embody them in al] of its operations. _ 
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“Apostles of Social Reconciliation” Needed 


Stressing this same growing conviction of the function and ob- 
ligation of the Church to present a saving message to the social life 
of mankind as well as one of personal salvation for the individual, 
Dr. Alva W. Taylor, the noted leader in matters of the social gospel, 
a member of the Disciple Church who by his outstanding abilty and 
usefulness has long since outgrown the narrow limits of gny de- 
nomination, has recently said: 


The fundamental tenet of our personal evangelism is that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself. The great apos- 
tle followed the declaration of this with a correlative; it was that 
we who become reconciled unto God are to become ambassadors and 
apostles of reconciliation. The reconciling principle has been found 
quite sufficient in restoring men to personal relationship with 
God the Father. It can be made quite as efficient in creating a state 
of friendship and peace between men and groups and classes and 
nations. The greatest need of our time is for apostles of social 
reconciliation. 


There is a clashing incongrujty between the terms “a Christian 
society” and “a Christian nation” and the strife that characterizes 
our corporate relationships. Unless the gospel is merely a life- 
line and the Church a rescue station, strikes and strife and wars 
ought not to be. In the measure that the gospel becomes a leaven to 
transform society into the Kingdom of God, they will not be. It 
has not been tried as a reconciler in social relationships. The task 
is difficult, but in no other way can the Kingdom of God take pos- 
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session of the earth. Until we can be brothers across the lines of 
— and color:and language, there can be no universal brother- 

The united Church put an end to the saloon. When its con- 
science spoke on the twelve-hour day in industry, it was the be- 
ginning of the end of that enemy of the home, the community and 
the Americanization of the alien worker. When it speaks as un- 
mistakably upon the gun-man in labor war, upon child labor, and 
upon the democratic right to representation of all engaged in the 
common tasks of mina and mill, the same advances will be made. 
The Church is leading in comity between black and white; there is 
a Christian way for the races to dwell together in peace. It must 
lead into the clear recognition of interdependence between nations 
and of the divine economy that before all nations comes humanity. 
When the Christ that rules in home and sanctuary comes to rule in 
industry and diplomacy, there will be an end to armed war—but 
how can they hear without a preacher? It has been appointed unto 
the Church to bring in the Kingdom of God. It cannot do it by liv- 
ing for its own glory, but by vicariously living to promote the glory 
of that Kingdom. 

Cc 


The annual meeting of the Home Missions Council and the 
Council of Women for Home Missions will be held in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, January 14-16, 1924. The theme of the entire 
session will be “Working Together.” The reports and addresses 
will show what the Protestant denominations have been doing 
together in the past year. 


THE HAPPIEST CHRISTMAS OF MY LIFE 


By Mrs. May McDonald Strickland 


ever spent. To you it may seem very prosaic and un- 
eventful. To me it brought so much joy that the af- 
terglow has not yet dimmed. 

It was an ordinary Christmas Day. We had taken our lit- 
tle ones and gathered with the various members of the 
family to spend the day at our childhood home. We played - 
the old games, sang the old songs, and danced the stately 
minuet. The children had the customary Christmas tree. 
Mother’s turkey, mince pie, and plum pudding held all 
their old-time flavor. Father bowed his silvered head and 
offered simple thanks that the family circle remained un- 
broken. 

When twilight fell the tired-out younger folk were tucked 
in bed. Then it pleased my fancy to become myself a 
child again. Then as had been my custom when a child 
1 rolled father’s easy chair to the chimney corner, and 
with no other light than the fitful flare of the big wood 
fire, I nestled on the floor at his feet and laying my head on 
his knee begged for a bedtime story. I give you the story 
as he told it to me. It impressed me so at the time that no 
word of it has ever left me. The music of his voice, every 
gesture and expression of his face are with me as vividly 
today as on that Christmas night gone by. 

“Today,” began the simple tale, “we have celebrated once 
more the birth of Him whose Star the Wise Men of the 
East beheld. He came that man might have life and have 
it abundantly. He spoke of a righteous government that 
should fill the earth. He taught men to pray ‘Thy will be 
done, as in heaven, so on earth.’ 

“But a great plague has fallen upon the earth. Gold. 
The lust for it has taken possession of men’s souls as noth- 
ing ever has in the history of the whole world. People 
have forgotten the méssage of the Carpenter of Nazareth 
in their mad rush for gold. Men and even women have 


T HIS, then, is to be a story of the happiest Christmas I 


fought for it, lied and cheated for it. They have betrayed 
and ruined their own friends in order to obtain it. Men 
take puny, immature children -and set them to work long 
hours in the mines, mills, and factories for gold. While 
we protest against a few victims being sacrificed to some 
heathen god in a foreign country, we sacrifice millions of 
lives in our greed for gain. Gold is our god. 

“But my child,” and the gentle caress of his hand seems 
yet to rest like a benediction on my head, “man’s heart is 
again filled with hope and courage. 

“The Day of Universal Kinship is near at hand. 


“In that day life will be glorified. All things shall be 
made to serve man. Motherhood, childhood, and manhood 
will again become sacred. Man shall stand up and look 
his fellow-man in the face without fear or malice. Woman 
shall stand by his side, his equal and his helper. Men 
shall become indeed ‘Sons of God!’ ” 

“But, father,” I exclaimed, “men have forgotten before! 
The day seems so long coming. My brothers and I de- 
spair!” 

“Child, say you not so! Too many Wise Men have seen 
the Star anew for them ever to forget again! Man is at 
last awakening. The day of emancipated humanity is just 
beyond tomorrow. Look!” 


And his vision came to mine eyes. I looked and beheld a 
great caravan of men, women, and children bearing aloft a 
banner inscribed “Brotherhood;” and as they marched oth- 
ers joined them and all were singing, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

And to me had come the happiest Christmas of my life! 
The day when a new vision was put into my eyes, a new 
love for humanity entered my heart. The joy of a great 
purpose thrilled me, and I joined the marchers and lifted 
my voice in song. 





processes in present day life is the 

new evaluation of Jesus Christ. As 
this present year of grace approaches its 
close, the most casual observer may behold 
in the midst of almost every department of 
human interest the form of One like unto 
the Son of Man. 

It is true that the pean of joy which the 
angels began on that wonderful night in 
old Judea has been carried on by the cen- 
turies in desultory fashion and with fine 
theories and tinted ceremonies. Once a 
year, carols and feasting and revelry and 
giving in the name of the children’s Saint 
and his mystic steeds coming out of the 
north. Some giving of their riches, some 
of their poverty. Some finding the blessed 
joy that comes to those who give because 
love is in the world; others finding the 
worrysome grind that comes from a mere 
annual exchange of presents. 

The burden of Christmas! Such in fact 
it is to many people. Tired hands; empty 
purses; gratitude that once more it is over. 

And what of the good tidings of great 
joy? The Beatitudes and the Golden Rule? 
All well enough for the theorists. Good for 
sermons and visionary idealists, but not for 
practical matters. Business and _ politics 
and industry and international affairs and 
all the rest, where men actually live, must 
have their own hard-headed code. Competi- 
tion and selfishness and greed and force 
and bloodshed must still have sway, while 
justice and equality and brotherhood and 
good will must await the millennium. 

So the cry has been running through the 
hoary centuries even until now. Patronage 
and platitudes for Christ, with civilization’s 


QO: of the remarkably interesting 


.inn filled to overflowing with the repre- 


sentatives of things as they are, and with 
no room in which the Christ of a new order 
could be born. Little wonder if our hearts 
thrill with hope when business men and 
statesmen and financiers and educators 
unite to plead that modern civilization shall 
make room for Christ. Presidents and 
kings and prime ministers and financiers 
have seen his Star, and the “man on horse- 
back” is replaced by the man of Galilee and 
the tyranny of force gives way to the sweet- 
ness of love. 


And why should it not be so? Is not the 
world indebted to him for practically every 
good it enjoys? Does not this thing which 
we call “civilization” root back in Christian 
soil and draw its moisture from him? Is 
there any vitally constructive agency now 
making for permanent human betterment, 
or any good thing in all this present day 
world, that-is not Christ inspired? Have 
not all the great epochs of modern times 
been carried on the shoulders of brave men 
and women who first had been with Christ 
and learned of him? Truly, apart from 
him, nothing vitally worth while has been 
done in the earth since the Star of his birth 
flamed across the Judean hills. 


- Seeing His Star 


BY REV. FRANK H. PETERS, D. D. 
Pastor at Defiance College 


And how patiently the Master has waited 
and with what intense yearning! “Behold I 
stand at the door and knock,” is the state- 
ment of a continuous attitude. From John’s 
day, through the dreary intervening years, 
until now. Never disheartened; always 
standing by. The sadness of the picture 
deepens if by any chance it indicates that 
his Church has been so preoccupied with 
secondary things that it has kept its Lord 
waiting outside his own door. 

Very many of us Protestant scribes and 
pharisees have been so busy cleansing the 
outside of our doctrinal platters, and 
putting gold plate on the letter of the law, 
that we have given far too little attention 
to the real gospel, and have failed to pre- 
pare our houses to welcome the Heavenly 
Guest. In our mad scramble for personal 
salvation, we have made the Christian re- 


ALA 
The Christmas Star 


Te Christmas star swung bright 
and low 
To guide the wise men long ago; 
And shepherds on Judea’s hill 
Learned God’s desire for man’s good 
will, 
Beneath its glow. 


The Christmas star through clouded 
years, 
Through manhood’s wars and woman’s 
tears, : 
Sent glintings faintly understood; 
Until, with dawning brotherhood, 
The star again appears. 


The Christmas star this wintry night 

Invades my home with tender light; 

It sprinkles gold where baby les, 

And star dust dances in your eyes, 
My heart’s delight. 


The Christmas star, it shines afar 
Where our eternal treasures are: 
Men hear the good Christ’s gentle call, 
As twilight lets her curtain fall 
And pins it with a star. 
—Harold C. Warren. 
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ligion appear to some like cheap insurance 
against fire in the next world, while our 
program of service has degenerated into a 
hurrah campaign to save a denomination. 

Many of our fine theories about the high 
privileges of disciples and the glories that 
attend obedient service, are little more than 
inscriptions on the stones which mark the 
resting places of the spiritually dead. Like 
ancient Meroz, our condemnation is that we 
are inactive in the hour of crisis. 

“Knowing our task, 

We have seemed to let the task go by; 

And that has been sin in us.” 

The attitude of many religious leaders 
toward new ideas and methods has con- 
tributed much to the slow growth of Christ’s 
Kingdom. Defying the old, crucifying the 
new, has been the order of religious auto- 
crats from Jesus’ day until now. And this 
in the face of the fact that all progress has 


been by dint of new ideas supplanting the 
old in sciencé, in education, in government, 
and in religion. Truth itself may not 
change, but the style of its dress and the 
character of its emphasis do, and only they 
who are blinded by prejudice, or who fear 
for the moorings of their own faith, would 
have it otherwise. 

In many respects Jesus was the most 
revolutionary of all teachers. The King- 
dom of God could never be a visible, civil 
reign such as the Jews wanted. Their 
pride must give way to a common humanity 
created in the image of the Father of all. 
Any man can worship acceptably without 
temple or priest; and whoever has love, 
has all. They could not abide teachings 
so radical and unorthodox, and they cast 
him out. They and we. Behold the spec- 
tacle! Mayhap his actual presence would 
be quite as unwelcome to us, should he pre- 
sume to question our time-honored interpre- 
tations and join not in our sectarian align- 
ments; for we do not like the fiery zeal that 
flames against our conventional hypocrisy 
and injustice, and our meaningless plati- 
tudes, and our self-centered ease that 
prates of its faith while it allows the world 
to die in its sins and crucifies the Son of 
God afresh. 

Nevertheless his glorious Star is still in 
the heavens, and his blessed spirit is finding 
it way to a permanent place in the heart 
of the world. This is the message written 
in lines of light across the pages of history 
and of his eternal word. He was born, not 
for defeat, but for victory. And his 
Church, founded on the fact of his divine 
sonship, must stand unmoved as the ever- 
lasting rocks of God against all the subtle 
machinations of the gates of hell. 

Modern Christian scholarship -has_ren- 
dered invaluable aid in helping the Church 
and present day life to make room for the 
real Christ. The spirit of Jesus has taught 
the scholars of the world to see all truth 
as sacred and divine, and to “call nothing 
which God has made, common or unclean.” 
His spirit abroad in the earth is helping 
those who have eyes to see that ignorance 
never was the mother of goodness; that 
there is no virtue in falsehood even though 
it wear a sanctimonious face; that the 
Christian college, manned by people who 
love the truth and fear none but God, looms 
increasingly as the indispensable ally of the 
Christian Church in evangelizing the 
world; and that Christ’s pledge to be with 
his disciples to the end of the world relates 
to open fields of human sympathy and help- 
ful service. 

Furthermore, missionary work is. coming 
to be the big enterprise of the Church. And 
this missionary vision is doing much to 
open the way for Christ in the hearts and 
affairs of “all kindred and tongues.” Shortly 
before his death, Bishop Bashford traveled 
the hemispheres to learn what were the 
chances for the Savior of the world to get 
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into the nations. He came home to say 
that he found not a single closed door in 
any country of the earth. The Church 
universal is keenly aware of the new ad- 
justments and alignments in the modern 
missionary situation and planning to unite 
its forces for more effective service. 

The widespread spirit of human helpful- 
ness which marks recent times as unique in 
history, proceeds directly from Jesus 
Christ. True, there is still much selfishness 
and strife and misunderstanding; but the 
spell of better things has taken hold of the 
vitals of civilization. It is the golden bond 
of brotherhood and of burden-bearing. It 
causes our American people to pour out 
money by the millions, and food by the 
thousands of tons, to feed and clothe starv- 
ing women and children across the sea. It 
constrains students in American colleges to 
divide their meager living with the less 
fortunate in the Near East, that those 
young people may have a fighting chance 
for an education. 

It builds Christian schools for the youth, 
erects hospitals for the weak of all condi- 
tions, and consecrates, sacrifices, and dies 
that others may live. 

Gradually it is welding a divided Church 
into a united agency for Kingdom service. 
The multitude is coming to see that which 
some have known for long, that a split 
Church can never become the agency of 
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world redemption. Episcopalians, Method- 
ists, Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Dis- 
ciples, United Brethren, Christians, and 
the rest are talking and praying and 
planning about getting together. Eventual- 
ly the Church of the living God will emerge 
from the weakness of division into the 
strength of union. And this will spring, 
not from any human contrivance, but as 
Edward Yates Hill puts it, “from loving 
devotion to a better known Christ.” 

And so he must come in some fuller 
measure to the lives of those who call him 
Lord, that he may come in some measure 
to all other lives in the great wide world. 
There is no other way. The masses can be 
saved only as the Savior is enthroned in 
the lives of those who compose the masses. 
And it matters little that Christ was born 
in ancient Judea if he be not born in 
modern United States. 

And how greatly we need him! In- 
dividuals, congregations, communities, na- 
tions, civilizations. In our homes, in our 
schools, in our social life, in our politics, in 
our government, in everything and every- 
where. With him, all else that really mat- 
ters is ours also. Without him, we are lost. 

Son of God, Son of Man, Savior of the 
world. He and he alone can’ meet all our 
necessities. He and no other can lead the 
world out of its present chaos into light 
and life and peace. 


Three Christmas Songs 


Second—The Song of a Father 
BY REY. EDWIN B. FLORY 


HERE’S a new baby at Zacharias’ 
T house,” said one of the neighbors. 
“Is it a boy or a girl?” asked the 
other. 

“It’s a boy.” 

“What did they name him?” 

“Well, that’s what seems so queer about 
it all. We asked the mother what they 
would call him and she said ‘John.’ We 
told her that none of her people were called 
by that name and we surely expected him, 
being the first boy, to be named after his 
father. But she insisted that he should be 
namer ¢whn, and said, ‘Ask his father.’ 

“Then we asked Zacharias, and he wrote 
on a tablet, ‘His name is John.’ And lo, 
the man’s lips were opened and he talked 
again—and you know he hasn’t been able 
to say anything for nearly a year! He be- 
gan to talk and to praise God. Nobody un- 
derstands what it all means. It seems like 
a miracle. What then shall this child be?” 

So talked the neighbors; and the report 
went everywhere about the birth of John. 
The father was so dverjoyed with the birth 
of this son that he sang an ode, being filled 
with the Holy Ghost. To be the father of 
a son is sufficient joy to change one’s whole 
world; and to be the father of this son was 
even greater joy, as this son is to change 
the whole world. Girls in Christian lands 


are now welcome and precious; for the com- 
ing of Christ has made the words, mother, 
sister, wife, and daughter, to be among the 
fairest of all. But in non-Christian lands, 
sons are.of very much greater value than 
daughters and a joy to the whole household. 
This father sings on this day of the new 
expression of God’s love for the world: 


Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 

For he hath visited and wrought redemp- 
tion for his people, 

And hath raised up a horn of salvation 
for us 

In the house of his*servant David. 


“Surely it could not be true, that a tiny, 
helpless infant on the day of his birth 
should be ‘the power of salvation?’” And 
yet the greatest latent power in all this 
world lies not in mines or rivers, but rather 
in these little babies born to the homes of 
every nation. Their very weakness is their 
first strength. Their helplessness makes 
the strongest appeal to our hearts. It takes 
the meanest of men not to make a new re- 
solve for better living when they look into 
the face of a new-born babe, Though they 
are unafraid of all the terrors of earth or 
hell, yet they fear lest this precious mite 
should be lost by their neglect. They go 


. to work with happier hearts, and the days 


are never so weary since they have this 
little bit of heaven at home. Motherhood 
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and fatherhood, which are the finest devel- 
opments of character, are attained because 
of the power of helpless infants to bring 
gentleness, patience, suffering, sacrifice, and 
love to their hearts. 


A new-born babe has the peculiar ability 
to make parents do things. They can dis- 
rupt the even running of any household and 
turn a whole house topsy-turvy. The 
power of redemption of a home is found 
in the strength of helpless babies. It is a 
wonderful change that comes to two people 
who pass from the place of selfish satis- 
faction to the gracious place of devoted 
parents. 


These same babies are the power that 
shall redeem a community. That commun- 
ity alone is saved, which considers its chil- 
dren first. They are the hope of the world. 
What age and wisdom know can’t be done, 
these tiny tots, unafraid, some day will do. 
When old men have been satisfied with the 
old ways of thinking and older ways of act- 
ing, then these pioneers of a new world set 
about to upset the old one. When fear 
comes with age, then these restless bundles 
of energy give courage to a weary world. 
It is most remarkable how early our ideas 
and ideals and visions become stagnant. 
The hope eternal for this earth is found in 
the cradles of the world. What this gen- 
eration has feared to do, it can still pray 
for since there cometh a new generation to- 
morrow. Zacharias looks inte his baby’s 
eyes and then into the heart of his nation. 
In the nation he sees sin, and unbelief, and 
suffering from the hand of enemies. In 
the baby’s eyes, he sees faith and courage 
and power. This is the source of his inspi- 
ration for song. 


This man was a true and real patriot, 
who wanted his country to be right with 
God and prosperous in heart. He was 
dreaming not of the return of the good old 
days of David when nations feared the 
armies of Israel, nor the return of the days 
of Solomon when foreign kings came to 
admire and praise, but rather the return 
of the days of Abraham. He wanted the 
power of this new-born son to redeem Is- 
rael, that his people might return again 
to the faith of the fathers and become 
again the people of God because they 
served him in righteousness. This father 
knew that the greatness of his nation was 
not in ships or armies, not in fields or for- 
ests, not in cities or farms; but the real 
strength of Israel must lie in character. 
The people of God must be those who are 
rich in heart, it matters not about all other 
conditions: 


The oath which he sware unto Abra- 
ham our father, 

To grant unto us that we being delivered 
unto the hand of our enemies 

Should serve him without fear, 

In holiness and righteousness before him 
all our days. 


The highest privilege and greatest duty 
ofall mankind is this devoted servica of the 
God of heaven and this father gives his son 
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for the redemption of Israel unto this glor- 
ious day. 

Then Zacharias turns from Israel to his 
son and addresses him directly. All the 
love of his heart and passion for righteous- 
ness, and his vision of his son’s place in the 
world, are poured into these words— 

Yea and thou, child, shalt be called the 

prophet of the Most High; 


For thou shalt go before the face of the 
Lord to make ready his ways; 


To =_ knowledge of remission of their 
sins, 


Because of the tender mercy of our God, 


Whereby the dayspring from_on high 
shall visit us, 


To shine upon them that sit in darkness 
and the shadow of death; 


To guide our feet in the paths of peace. 


This father is dreaming dreams for his 
son when only angels can whisper to the 
heart. The father dedicates this son to a 
holy task on the day of his birth. And the 
sequel of the story which says, “And the 
child grew and waxed strong in spirit,” is 
certain proof that Zacharias was not sat- 
isfied simply to rejoice and sing on this 
glad day but that the vision for his son be- 
came the sacred task of the father’s life. 


He must have spent anxious days and 
prayerful nights planning for the training 
and care of this child, lest the spirit of 
God born within should be lost by the care- 
lessness of the home. He sets apart his 
son to a holy ministry and sees him in the 
line of Israel’s greatest men, the prophets— 
not a place of ease, nor a position of honor, 
nor a work of comfort; but a place of power 
and THE place where God needed this son. 
To this he dedicated him, and for this he 
trained him. 

Long years afterward, Jesus said of this 
son, “None greater have been born of 
women;” and the king paid him tribute by 
hating him and beheading him. The people 
of Judea heard his voice crying in the 
wilderness and forsook their sins. For this 
John the Baptist prepared the way for the 
coming King, and then in greatness re- 
fused to be in the way of the King. The 
last of the prophets, and the greatest; but 
his nearness to our Lord perhaps has 
dimmed his glory. 

It takes a father like Zacharias to give 
us a son like John. 


A Christmas Message 


BY REV. S. L. BEOUGHER 


brated in memory of the birth of Jesus 

Christ. It was first celebrated by the 
Eastern Church as Epiphania,/January 6, 
and by the Western Church as Natalis, De- 
cember 25. The selection of December 25 
by the Western Church was not arbitrary, 
while in all probability it was not the act- 
ual date of the birth of Christ; for at this 
season of the year occurred a series of pagan 
festivals, closely connected with the civil and 
social life of the Romans, and from the na- 
ture of their observance, easily capable of 
being spiritualized and made symbolic. This 
testival celebrated the winter solstice, the 
birthday of the new sun about to return 
once more to the earth. In this feast the 
transition to the Christian viewpoint easily 
presented itself, and so it came about that 
in the Christian cycle of holidays December 
25 was set to celebrate the birthday of Jesus, 
the Sun of the spiritual world for the pur- 
pose of. drawing away Christians from 
heathen festivities, and of purifying even- 
tually these heathen customs and ideas. But 
it matters little on what precise day the Sa- 
vior deigned to take our nature upon him; 
the great thing is to commemorate the 
amazing event on some day accepted by 
Christians at large. 

In the long ago—seven hundred years be- 
fore the first Christmas—it was the world’s 
darkest spiritual night—stars fading; peo- 
ple groping like the blind, stumbling, falling; 
lights out in the sanctuary; no open vision; 
silence: a prophet standing with his face 
toward the east, shading his eyes. Hark! 
Listen, he hears a voice: “For unto us a 
child is born, unto us a’Son is given, and the 


(brated in is a Christian festival cele- 


government shall be upon his shoulders; 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.” In the dis- 
tance it is answered by the song of the an- 
gels: “And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in 
the highest, on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” 


The whole air at the first Christmastide 
was tremulous with joy. Christ had come 
to give brightness and beauty, gladness and 
glory, to the whole circle of life and duty. 
He came to give peace, and from heaven’s 
throne today he bends to give peace to all 
who trust in him. He was the only person 
éver born into the world that had his choice 
us to how he should come. He might have 
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Christmas Eve 


I LIKE to think that every house 
Is full of cheer tonight; 

That everywhere—on every hearth— 
Warm fires are burning bright. 
God give our homes the gift of cheer, 
For no one ought to grieve 
On such a-happy night as this,— 

On Christmas Eve! 


I like to think that every heart 
Is full of love tonight, 
And free of every ancient grudge 
That shuts it from the light! 
God give our hearts the gift of love, 
For no one ought to grieve : 
On such a happy day as this,— 
On Christmas Eve! 
—The Christian Register. 
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come a man as did the first Adam; he came 
as a babe. He inserted himself into our race 
at its lowest and weakest point. If he were 
to lift the race he must get under it. He 
glorified the cradle; he beautified boyhood ; 
he sanctified motherhood. 


There is a world-longing for universal 
peace—“when nations will learn war no 
more.” Here is the solution to this ever- 
pressing and perplexing problem, “good will 
to men.” When this good will is perfected 
in us we have a basis for everlasting univer- 
sal peace. Permanent peace can come in no 
other way. Recognize every man as a 
brother, and war will cease. Then every 
babbling tongue will sing, Glory to God in 
the highest. 


What an interest centered in that babe, 
wrapped in swaddling-clothes, lying in a 
manger in Bethlehem. Prophets were in- 
terested, angels were interested, the ages 
have been most deeply interested since. The 
shepherds had, perhaps, some premonition. 
The seventy weeks of Daniel’s prophecy were 
about fulfilled. Suddenly their attention was 
arrested by.a strange sight in the heavens, 
an angel announcing the birth of Christ as 
glad tiding to all people; then the air was 
filled with angels singing, “Glory to God in 
the highest.” Christ was found by the 
shepherds in a sheepfold. Since then the 
world has been too apt to seek for Christ 
only in magnificent temples. He who must 
have microscopic vision to see us at all, came 
down, passing thrones of kings—in ancient 
times all kings were considered gods. The 
wonder of Christianity is its simplicity. If 
the Bible had been an imposition, it would 
have fallen into this trap. The world has 
been 1,800 years coming up to the idea of 
democracy embodied in that wonderful effort 
cr human wisdom, the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. The idea of democracy was in 
this coming to a stable to find Christ. 


One can follow the shepherds in their 
journey to see the unspeakable wonder. 
They would go along the rich valley of 
Boaz, and then up the terraced hill, by a 
path still in use; nor is it uninstructive to 
reflect that, while simple shepherds were led 
by the angels to the manger, the high 
priests and the great of Jerusalem, so near, 
slept through that most illustrious night of 
all history, quite unconscious of what had 
happened. 


The incarnation of Jesus was a reality. 
Everything of the Christian religion de- 
pends on the truth of the story of Bethle- 
hem. If he who was there born was not 
divine, then the religion he set up.is but 
human religion, and our hopes of a man- 
hood perfected in a God-man are quenched. 
Revelation, Meditation, Passion, Crucifixion, 
Resurrection, Ascension, Parousia, all re- 
volve around Bethlehem’s manger. Before 
Christmas Christ was in the genealogies of 
the race, for God framed the history of the 
world in view of the coming King. He lived 
in the ideal manhood which the Old Testa- 
ment lifted before the world as the Emperor 
of the ages. Today all that is best in our 
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Nineteenth Century civilization is traceable 
to his earthly life. “That we might receive 
the adoption of sons” was the supreme ob- 
ject of incarnation, which means that God’s 
nature imparted to us, would initiate us into 
his family; giving us that liberty of fellow- 
ship with him to walk in the enjoyment of 
the highest kind of intercourse the world 
shall ever know: the confidential friendship 
which subsists between the father and the 
son when the father becomes the companion 
of the son, and the son grows up to be the 
associate of the father; that his house is our 
home, round which our highest and holiest 
and fondest associations cluster, and in 
which, at last we are to find our eternal 
abode. 


The final test of a Christian life is not the 
worship of God, but always the love of man 
for man. Wherever we find men and wo- 
men with the true conception of Christ’s life 
and teachings, we find them thrilled with the 
passion for giving. The little child wakes 
on Christmas morning with its heart full to 
overflowing with gladness, and by every gift 
in stocking, or beside cradle or bed, is taught 
anew the old, old lesson of love. Husband 
and wife, brother and sister, lover and 
sweetheart, friend and friend, as they re- 
ceive their gifts are reminded once more 
that love is not a dream, but a reality—and 
a reality which grows more vital, more pre- 
cious and more enduring with the years. All 
should be remembered with some token of 
love on Christmas day; especially the friend- 
less, the poor, the outcast, the waifs on the 
streets. That is knowing Christmas in its 
highest and noblest sense; in its truest con- 
ception; knowing it in that spirit from which 
we derive the surest happiness. 


The whole Christian world prostrates it- 
self in adoration around the crib of Bethle- 
hem on Christmas Day and rehearses in ac- 
cents of love a history which precedes all 
time and will endure throughout eternity. 
The message is as universal as it is personal 
and present; indeed we live and move and 
have our being in the midst of a civilization 
which is the legitimate offspring of the re- 
ligion of Christ. The chief charm of Christ- 
mas is its simplicity. A genuine fellowship 
pervades our common life—a fellowship 
whose source is our common share in the 
gift of the world’s greatest life which was 
given to the whole world. The universal joy 
at Christmas is wonderful. We ring bells 
when princes are born, or toll a mournful 
dirge when great men pass away. Nations 
have their red-letter days and festivals, but 


once in the year and only once, the whole . 


world stands still to celebrate the event of 
a life. Only Jesus of Nazareth claims this 
world-wide undying remembrance. You can- 
net cut Christmas out of the calendar, nor 
out of the heart of the world. 
Graham, N. C. 
a 


“There is something in the far-flung 
vision which steadies and strengthens the 
eyes to see clearly the things. that lie near 
us.” <a shai 
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The Miracles of Jesus 
Number Four—Blighting the Fig Tree 


3 BY REV. R. F. BROWN 


ESUS was walking from Bethany to Jerusalem with his disciples, and being 
J hungry he approached a fig tree which attracted his attention from afar. 

But when he came to the tree “he found nothing. but leaves.” And then 
he, who is able to cover the earth with a carpet of green and decorate the 
world with blossoms and break the boughs with ripe fruit, said, “No man 
eat fruit of thee hereafter forever.” After pronouncing this curse upon the 
tree, he went on to Jerusalem. 

The next day he journeyed along the same road with the disciples, and 
the disciples were surprised to find the fig tree withered. The Master ac- 
cepted these. expressions of surprise with calmness and assured the disciples 
that the effect which they observed was the most natural thing to expect from 
certain causes. Leafage without fruitage is always defective. Profession 
without practice is always disappointing. Faithlessness in prayer is always 
ineffective. This miracle is designed to show the fruitlessness and false 
position of the Jews as well as the Gentiles who make great professions and 
long prayers, but who fail to practice their profession and fail to exercise 
faith in their prayers. 

This brings us to the real test of faith. Peter interpreted Christ’s action 
as a curse. It was in truth a prayer for the blighting of the tree. His action 
was a vehicle for the manifestation of divine power. The worthwhileness of 
his prayer was measured by the perfect faith which he possessed. The mo- 
ment he asked for the withering of the fig tree, he believed it would be done. 
And this is the secret of the power of prevailing prayer. Of course there 
is no immediate evidence of a change in the appearance of the tree. Christ 
did not look for the evidence; but he goes on his mission in confidence and 
with the assurance that lis prayer had been answered. To the casual observer 
it may seem like a paradox to say. that the tree is blighted and yet the tree 
appears to live. But there is a difference between appearance and reality. 
The fact is, the tree died the moment Christ uttered his words, but the evi- 
dence of death did not appear till later. My father used to employ a certain 
method of killing a certain type of trees. This method was very effective. 
It was the simple method of burrowing into the tree and pouring milk into 
the hole and sealing the hole with wood. No one looking upon the tree would 
suspect that death had seized upon it. But the fact of death was there. The 
evidence was produced when the leaves and twigs began to wither. The 
fact of its death could not be argued by those knowing what had transpired. 
But to sever the trunk of the tree is to make visible the fact and the evidence 
of the tree’s destruction. Those who can see will know that the tree is dead. 

Perfect faith does not anticipate fact. It is the function of perfect faith 
to anticipate the evidence of fact. It is the paradox of faith to believe we 
have just what we asked for, although we do not have the evidence of its 
presence. That is what Christ meant when he said to Peter and the other 
disciples, “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them.” As Christ looked upon the withered fig tree, 
which bore evidence to a fact of which he was well aware the day before, 
and which bore testimony to the power of faith, he turned the attention of 
the disciples to the possibilities of faith. He said, “For I say unto you, That 
whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed and be thou cast 
into the sea: and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those 
things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.” 
Faith makes it pqssible for us to believe without the direct testimony of our 
senses. It is by such faith that we are placed in a position to receive sueh 
testimony. To fail to believe until there is tangible evidence made possible 
through the senses is to forestal! the possibilities of achievement and progress. 
This is true in all social, commercial, scientific, intellectual, and spiritual 
progress. The wonders of faith are seen in the marvelous achievements of 
life. Faith and work are necessary to the Success of prayer. Without the 
power’ of anticipating faith, we would often refuse to apply our hearts and 
hands to the great tasks before us. It is because we believe that we achieve 
and possess. 

As Christ looked upon the withered fig tree and into the eyes of the be- 
wildered disciples, he said, “Have faith in God.” He makes a brief but 
profound application of the miracle. The day before he had been welcomed 
as king. But the cry was false and pretentious. The cry was an empty, 
unnatural, immature profession, punctuated with the heart-breaking sound 
of insincerity and unbelief. And now he wishes to lead his disciples away 
from all that is unreal, insincere, and pretentious, to that which is real, true, 
trustworthy, and helpful. By this miracle Christ shows how judgment without 
mercy overtakes the guilty, the false, and the pretentious; how the swift ven- 
geance and unrelenting wrath of God visit the unfaithful and the unfruitful; 
how unfruitfulness results from the lack of faith. 

And what is the lesson for the Church today? Christ has endeavored 
to produce fruitful Christians by his constant care, love, and provision for 
our salvation; by his goodness and grace, and anguish and suffering of soul 
and body; by his exhortations, and warnings, and precepts, and death. Does 
the Church today scandalize, by leafage (Continued on page twenty-two) 
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At Prayer Time 


Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among men.—Luke 2:14. ; 
o 


Honor to God, peace for man! 

That, succinctly, is the message that is 
reported to have accompanied the announce- 
ment of the birth of Christ. 

Such, too, is the spiritual content and pur- 
pose of present Christian faith in the world. 

For many centuries such glad tidings 
have been quickening humanity into finer 
and higher life. Once each year especially 
this lofty sentiment has been caroled 
throughout many lands—children and youth 
particularly joining in the glories to make 
night as well as day a time of song and 
hope. 

That time is with us again. And we need 
to be grateful that it has come. Not that it 
is a mere periodic joy, but that for our pres- 
ent days—these very hours—the Christmas 
season offers gladness to our lives and stead- 
ies faith in our hearts. 

For it is not easy to look upon our world 
in these days and not have our hope some- 
what shaken. There are so many sorry as- 
pects to the attempt of civilization to ad- 
just itself to peac®; and yet there is no 
peace. Uncertainty seems so rife. It may 
have been no less in other days, but it is 
gs. obvious now. Hatreds are - flagrant. 

But Christmas is here! Its light and its 
joy help the world to sing; its generous acts 


of thoughtfulness open some of the doors. 


of man’s better desires; and its praise to 
God and its call to peace for man show us 
again the great foundations upon which may 
be built a happy order of things. 

Would that Christmas could be so real 
that its spirit would seem like the outburst 
of another angel song to mankind! 


oOo 


“One way remains; the way of heaven doth 
always open lie. 

Doth open lie? Oh, pilot word! 
remember aye, * 

Though shores and sea afford no pass, 
there’s yet a starward way.” 


Let me 


oO 


With all of the present world distress, our 
days are fortunate compared with those days 
when Christ was born. The influences then 
were few indeed that pointed toward peace, 
much less that worked for it. Strife seems 
to have been almost unchallenged then. 

Today the influences for good will among 
men are many. Organizations made up of 
the clearest thinking men and women of our 
day are appealing to national bodies to seek 
and plan for peace. Vigorous thought is 
being given the present world problem in an 
attempt to work out a basis on which world 
friendship can be realized. Christian proph- 
ets are heralding a constant call to brother- 
hood for all the races. Faith rather than 
fear, trust rather than suspicion, is being 
urged by printed page and such counsel is 
getting before thousands of men and women. 

Not in word only, but in deed also, the 


ideal of peace among men is at work in the 
world. Christian generosity is not dead! 
It has been heavily drawn upon, and the 
multitude of calls that has arisen may seem 
at times partially to have deadened it. 

But it still lives. The Friends Relief in 
Germany alone plans to care for many thou- 
sands of children this winter. The Near 
East is still caring for thousands of orphans. 
And that “care” involves feeding, clothing, 
protecting, sheltering, and educating! 

Compare this service to the service chil- 
dren received when Jesus was.a child. Bet- 
ter food—not plentiful—but clean and sub- 
stantial! Modern surgery, enlightened ten- 
derness, vocational training, being done 
largely in the name of Christ! 

Who can resist the faith that such mani- 





O power of love sending forth to the 
shadows 
A breath filled with promise of day at 


its dawn, 
A quiver of 
glory, 
Prociaim upon earth that the Christ- 
ehild is born, 


light from the infinite 


O-stir human hearts till they open their 
portals 
To ery of the wayworn, the sad, the 
oppressed, 
Forgettul of self in the need of another, 
Upheld by the spirit, unconquered, at 
rest, 


Oh, quicken each mind with a true un- 
derstanding 
Of maker and man, this fair world, 
yonder star, 
That mind, ~heart, and soul, in one 
purpose united 
May echo the anthem of angels afar. 


Good will to mankind when God’s Word 
is triumphant, 
Creating a peace by eternity bound, 
Love, light, and a life full of holy en- 
deavor 
jm souls where the Christ and his 
Kingdom are found. 
—Helen L. Stetson, 
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festation of Christian spirit will tell won- 
derfully for glory to God and peace to man? 


+ 
a 


Sing, earthlings, sing! 
Tonight a King 
Hath come from heaven’s high throne to 
bless us. 
The outstretched hand 
O’er all the land 
Is raised in pity to caress us. 


Come at his call; 
Be joyful all; 
Away with mourning and with sadness. 
The heavenly choir 
With holy fire 
Their voices raise in songs of gladness. 


No, be not still, 
But with a will 
Strike all your harps and set them ringing; 
On hill and heath 7 
Let every breath ; 
Throw all its power into singing. 
—Paul Laurence Dunbar. 


oO 


It is said that soon after the recent earth- 
quake in Japan that airplanes were sent 
over the distressed sections dropping the 
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message, “Do all you can for others: do not 
fear.” The effect of such an appeal would 
be very great in a time like that. 

Yet that appeal, practically speaking, has 
been going nearly two thousand years wher- 
ever the Christian gospel has been preached. 
Only in time of stress have we realized the 
importance of it. If all the sections where 
unrest and suffering prevail would only act 
on the altruistic principles that are at the 
heart of religion, the work of good will and 
peaceful adjustment would be so much eas- 
ier. 


Let us pray that the thought of Christ- 
mas will quicken the people of the world to 
the Christian ideals of simple helpfulness. 


And let us be deeply grateful, toc, that 
Christian men and women are in these areas 
to lead in putting these ideals into actual 
ministry. Brother Garman’s report of our 
work of relief in Japan is a picture of the 
great Christ still at work among the unfor- 
tunate, feeding the hungry, clothing the 
raked, visiting the sick, sheltering the home- 
less. 

That is effective glory to God; it is also 
effective good will among men. 

2 


Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, and its 
expression may be made more effective and 
appropriate if some of the following objec- 
tives were made a part of our concern: 


Our workers in Japan need our sympathy 
and support in their work of further relief 
and in their plans for restoration of prop- 
erty. 

The work among refugees in the Near 
East must continue to receive support, else 
the lives we have saved will be preyed upon 
and destroyed. 

Efforts being made toward world friend- 
ship need a more active popular interest. 
We need to realize.that Christmas is not 
merely a time of singing songs about peace, 
but it should be a time when Christian peo- 
ple commit their lives to the things and to 
the efforts that make for peace. 


o 


O glorious Prince of Peace, the crucified, 
oO may thy blessed Kingdom come, world- 


wide; 
May grateful hearts today proclaim thee 


king, 
And all the heavenly hosts thy praises sing: 
Great Prince of Peace. 
—Mary Watson. . 


Our hearts rejoice, loving Father, when 
we think what this returning Christmas tide 
can mean for the world. May its hope and 
its love make way for a greater good will in 
all the earth. Our prayer goes for all who 
are working in regions of misfortune and 
uncertainty, that they may be sustained in 
their trying hours, and that their labor may 
be a lasting influence of sympathy and mu- 
tual helpfulness. Help us to make friend- 
liness and the joy of giving our more con- 
stant satisfactions. Lead us in ways of de- 
hverance from sickness, poverty, war, and 
sin, as we rededicate our lives to thy glory 
and to peace on earth, in the name of the 
Christ. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 











Mrs. Emma 8S, Powers, 
General Secretary-Treasurer 








The January Program 
N Mrs. Morrill’s note, which appeared in 
the December number of The Christian 
Missionary, it says, in speaking of the 
Japanese post cards, “We do not have an 


unlimited supply.” Indeed our supply is 
very limited and they cost us much more 
than one cent apiece, but we shall abide by 
the statement made and sell them at one 
cent each, plus postage, as long as they 
last. We are indeed sorry that we cannot 


furnish the cards so that each society might_ 


have all it wants of them. 


Winter Mission Study 


N page 92 of the December Christian 

Missionary a list of study materials is 
given, in which we wish to call attention 
to a mistake. “Primary Picture Stories, 
Helping Uncle Sam” was never published, 
although it has been advertised. We are 
offering instead “Young Americans,” pic- 
ture stories, for the same price, fifty cents. 

In addition to this list of studies in The 
Christian Missionary we wish to call your 
attention again to the two books which 
have been mentioned before in this column, 
“Our Japanese Friends,” a course of eight 
programs for Juniors recommended by Miss 
Robison, and the book, “Save America,” 
which ought to appeal to every true Amer- 
ican, 


Franklinton 


‘THE friends of Franklinton will be glad 

to know the new range was installed in 
the kitchen in October. It has three fire 
boxes and three ovens. Mr. Henderson says 
it is a good one, and they are very proud of 
it and will see that it gets the best of care. 
He also says it is the best arranged cooking 
outfit of any school in that section. Many 
people, both white and black, have come 
to see it. The reason for purchasing so 
large a range, is that they may be able to 
bake all the bread they use. 

The letter of’ November 12 said they 
were very much crowded; there was room 
for four more girls by putting four in a 
room. You see how very much they need 
the new dormitory. 

Mr. Henderson was obliged to purchase 
several new mattresses and much of the 
bedding donated ten years ago is badly 
worn. 

Are there not missionary societies, Sun- 
day-school classes, and Ladies’ Aids that 
would like to make comforts to replace the 
worn-out ones? We are sure there will be 
a good response to this “S. O. S.” call. 

Did you see the November report of sales 
from the mission room? It was $110. It 
was voted that all money received from 
these sales should apply on coal and light 
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bills. Will you help pay these bills by send- 
ing a barrel of clothing, shoes, etc.? 

All will be glad to know that the school 
has two good cows and two fine calves, and 
money to buy another cow. Thanks to our 
young ‘people for our dairy. They also have 
hogs for meat and lard, vegetables put 
away for winter, and feed for stock. But 
the teachers must be paid and groceries 
bought. So in planning your gifts, don’t 
forget Franklinton, your really own school. 

We want to urge our friends who are 
going south this winter to plan to stop off 
at Franklinton and see the plant. You will 
find guest rooms in Bishop Cottage and be 
royally entertained by those in charge. It 
will pay you, just to hear the students sing. 
Friends are welcome at any time.—A. M. B. 





Christian 


Stewardship 


Rev. Warren H. Denison, D. D., Secretary 





HE Forward Movement receipts for Oc- 
“ tober were $5,379.02 and for November 
were $6,200.71. More than one-half of to- 
tal amount pledged to the Forward Move- 
ment has now been paid in. We hope that 
those who are in arrears will make every 
possible effort to remit before the last day 
of this last month of 1923. While the re- 
sults of the financial part of the Movement 
are more easily seen and measured, it is our 
conviction that by far the greater results 
are those that cannot be measured by figures. 

Mr. James §S, Frost, president of the New 
York Central Conference, in remitting his 
payment to the Movement adds this fine 
word: This Movement has been the gyeat- 
est thing our church has ever put over.” 
Such a message from such a prominent lay- 
man who knows our work so well ought to 
carry weight with some who have neither 
given money or support in any way, and who 
are not using the program in their churches. 


o 


It would be a very fine thing, profitable 
from every viewpoint, if a large number of 
leading laymen among us would make a real 
study this winter of Christian stewardship, 
a Christian’s money problems, obligations, 
and privileges. It would greatly enrich the 
mind and heart, and prepare them to pre- 
sent on public and private occasions an in- 
telligent discussion of these things that are 
engaging the attention of thousands at this 
time. There are a half-dozen very valuable 
books issued within recent months. We urge 
our big layman to study the subject. 


oO 


Of course no pastor will think of closing 
his stewardship campaign any time through 
the year without an enrollment of tithers. 
It would be like closing an evangelistic meet- 
ing without asking for decisions for Christ, 
or urging church membership upon them. 
All present tithers should be asked to enroll, 
and when they do this secure as many others 
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to join them in this public enrollment. If 
you send us their names at once we shall be 
glad to send them a neat enrollment card 
for their own records, and we hope they will 
prize it as much as the writer has his Chris- 
tian Endeavor Tenth Legion card which he 
received when he began tithing as a boy. 
We urge every Christian Endeavorer to be- 
gin tithing. It will mean a great spiritual 
joy to your life. 


“Budget Book With a Conscience” 


THIS is one of the best things we have 
ever seen in its line. It is a fine booklet 
for keeping personal or family budgets and 
accounts. We can furnish them for ten 
cents each postpaid and they should be used 
in every Christian home. They. are pre- 
pared by The United Stewardship Council 
of Churches and the Y. M. C. A. committee. 
It indicates ten links of success to be forged 
into an individual character in the business 
of making a life. It puts conscience into 
one’s budget making, his saving, spending, 
giving. It is fine for the family budget as 
well as for an individual’s budget. We have 
no hesitancy in urging our people to use. 
We regard it as very valuable. We suggest 
that pasters, superintendents, parents, call 
attention to this book and secure a number 
of copies. For ten cents we shall be glad 
to put it into your hands: Make a personal 
budget for 1924. Keep an account of your 
expenditures in a systematic way. 


oa 


This is the way that Rev. Frank H. Gard- 
ner, Pottersville, Mass., is putting on a 
stewardship campaign. He is binding twen- 
ey-nine pieces of pamphlet stewardship lit- 
erature into one volume and making ten such 
volumes to circulate among the families of 
his parish. He is Stewardship Secretary 
of the Rhode Island and Massachusetts Con- 
ference. 

2 


A sister in sending in her Tithers Enroll- 
ment card said: “I never knew that there 
was such a League in our church before. 
I have tithed for years. I find that my in- 
come is greater than before. I am a farm- 
er’s wife. I wish you great success in this 
work.” 

oO 


We have a Christian Church Tithers 
League wall chart for every church for the 
asking. Do you desire one? 


Prof. Delton D. Howard of Northwestern 
University says there are six reasons why 
students fail: “Too little sleep; too much 
play; not enough study; too much leisure; 
fast eating; and diversified thinking.” Wise 
words for young men and women who, this 
fall, are beginning their college experience. 
Whatever the talent or lack of talent with 
which nature_has provided them, they can 
form proper habits of work and recreation, 
studying, and thinking—The Christian 
Register. 





HE following letter will be mailed to all 

the pastors and church clerks of The 
General Convention of the Christian Church 
except those of Ontario and the Southern 
Christian Convention: 


I do net know that ever before I wrote so urgent- 
ly in the interést of an offering to our general work 
as I am doing now. The offering is to be taken on 
the second Sunday of January 
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and should be the most generally taken by our 
churches, and reach a higher average than ever 
before. The fact is that the work the Convention is 
under obligation to do cannot be done unless more 
churches respond and the gifts are larger. You will 
see by the enclosed folder that only 353 of our 
churches responded last year to this all-important 
call, and the whole amount contributed was only 
$2,570.62, an average of about $7.27. Had this 
average been maintained by all the other churches, 
the amount contributed would have been creditable. 
We must do better this year. The work of the 
Convention is important and exacting, and a few 
churches should not be called upon year after year 
to meet the expense. Every church in the de- 
nomination shares in the success, and suffers in the 
defeat, and there is a difference. The churches that 
meet the demands of the Convention suffer, even 
though they try to succeed, and the churches that 
do not respond, share in the success, even though 
they do nothing to bring success. My Brethren, such 
things ought not to be. You are not asked for a 
large amount; but you are asked to meet your 
obligation to the church to which you belong, and 
certainly in this you will not fail. Send for litera- 
ture. Give it to your people. Sénd for envelopes. 
Give them to your people. No expense to you for 
literature and envelopes. 


WISH every conference in the denomina- 
tion would do as the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts has done. Read the follow- 
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ing letter from its aggressive president, 
Rev. E. J. Bodman: 

The Official Board, having voted unanimously to 
-send The Christian Annual for 1924 to the church 
clerks of our conference, I have instructed Mrs. 
Chase to send you the list of clerks. You will please 


send the bill to W. H. Sanford, 109 Granite Block, 
Fall River, Mass., for payment. 


HAT are we going to do about the offer- 

ing to the Aged Ministers’ Home? Only 
about one hundred churches have re- 
sponded, and the entire offering, including 
all personal gifts, and the one thousand by 
Mr. Orban, is less than six thousand dal- 
lars. I do not yet know whether or not 
delinquent churches will be reminded. The 
matter is under consideration by the Con- 
vention President. Should he rule that the 
Reminders are in order, they will be mailed 
at once, for no such appeal as that which 
comes from the aged and dependent should 
go unheeded by Christian people. 


I must insist that persons sending money 
to this office should tell for what purpose 
it is to be credited, and from what church, 
Sunday-school, or Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety it comes. Almost every day we re- 
ceive envelopes with checks, but nothing to 
indicate where they came from, except the 
name on the check. We do our best to 
locate correctly the source from which they 
come, and sometimes are successful, but 
sometimes we fail. Please tell the name 
of the church, or Sunday-school sending the 
money, and the purpose for which it is to 
be credited. 


The World for Christ 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 30, 1923 
Titus 2:11-14 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Member International Sunday-school Lesson Committee Representing the 
Christian Church 


Golden Text—They shall utter the mem- 
ory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of 
thy righteousness.—Psalm 145: 2. 


HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, December 24—God’s Mission- 
ary Message to Abrum. Gen. 17: 1-8. 

Tuesday, December 25—God’s Mission- 
ary Message to Israel. Isa. 62:1-12. 

Wednesday, December 26—The Proph- 
et’s Missionary Vision, Micah 4: 1-7. 


Thursday, December 27—The Word of 


God Made Flesh. John 1: 1-14. 
Friday, December 28—The Last Com- 
mand of Jesus, Matt. 28: 16-20. 
Saturday, December 29—Missions in 
the Early Church. Acts 13: 1-15. 
Sunday, December 30—Salvation for 
All Men, Titus 2: 11-14. 





Three Months’ Missionary Lessons 


E have learned the lesson. Now what 
shall we act? 

You will recall old Squeers of Dorthboys 
Hall in “Nicholas Nickleby.” “Spell Horse,” 
says Squeers. “H-o-r-s-e, Horse,” would be 
the reply. “Go and curry the horse,” or- 
ders Squeers. “Spell window,” says 
Squeers. “W-i-n-d-o-w, Window,” would be 


the response. “Go and wash the windows,” 
orders Squeers. 

And that is a rather crude but solid phi- 
lospohy. You have learned the lesson—now 
go and do it. 

Jesus said, “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if you do them.” We have 
(or should have) learned the place and 
need of Christian missions in the world- 
wide plan of God. And now since we know, 
we should act upon that knowledge. We 
know. Let’s go! 


We Know 


What do we know after studying these 
three months’ missionary lessons? 


1. We know that Abraham, the pioneer, 
was God’s great missionary away back 
in that early day and that out of his 
great missionary life the “families of 
the earth have been blessed.” 

2. We know that Israel was sent by God 

to be a missionary nation and Israel 

was a success in just that proportion in 
which it followed the mind of God. 

We know that in the prophets and in 

the psalms that there was a continual 

call from God’s leaders for missionary 
extension. 


oo 
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4. We know that the Lord Jesus Christ 
came from heaven to earth as a mis- 
sionary. 

5. We know that he called his followers 
to go into all the world as missionaries. 

6. We know that the Early Church grew 

as it followed the command cf our 

Lord. 

We know that Paul the great apostle 

to the Gentiles was great because of his 

missionary outlook and zeal. 

8. We know that in this war-mad world 
the only hope is the extension of the 
story of the cross of Jesus. 

9. We know that Jesus and the world wait 
for us to obey his command and,to ex- 
tend his Kingdom to the ends of the 
earth. 

10. We know that when his Kingdom shall 
come there will be peace and joy and 
blessing and righteousness which noth- 
ing else can bring. 


23 


And Since We Know—What Shall We Dof 


And since we know these things we never 
will be supremely happy until we do them. 
In the light of our responsibility and in 
the light of the world’s needs we should— 


Pray 


“We can do much after we have prayed, 
but nothing until we have prayed.” No 
one thing will help more to bring the world 
together than prayer. When Christians 
get to praying in world-wide terms they 
will begin to think and to sympathize and 
to act in world-wide terms. Pray for In- 
dia’s need and you must know India’s need. 
Pray for our work in Japan and Porto 
Rico and you must know it if you are really 
to pray intelligently. And then when you 
know the definite thing needed, your heart 
will go out more sincerely and your hand 
will be the more ready to follow the plea 
of your heart and the intelligence of your 
mind and you will work with God for Japan 
and for Porto Rico and for India and for 
the isles of the sea, as well as for places 
about you. You will begin to live in the 
world—the great world—that God so loved 
and that Jesus so sacrificed to save. 


Go 


Or your heart may be so enlarged and 
your life so quickened that you will hear 
the call of God to go and help in the answer 
to your prayers and to the voice of his com- 
mand to go into all the earth. Fifty thou- 
sand missionaries of the cross of Jesus 
Christ are needed in this decade in which 
you live in which you are called to ser- 
vice for God and man. Why should one 
go more than another? It may be that God 
has called you to go for him and be his mes- 
senger to the ends of the earth. If he has— 
just thank him and take courage, for he 
shall strengthen thine heart in his good 
purpose for you. 

Send 


Or if God has called you to preach at 
home or to be a farmer or a doctor or a 
merchant or a son of toil or teacher or a 
mother in a home for him—if he has called 
you “to some home town task and has sent~ 
another—then we are not relieved from re- 
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sponsibility, but we haye the greater re- 
sponsibility to “stand by the ropes” for 
them who go for us. How we stood by our 
boys when they went away to fight for our 
country and God and the world. How the 
Kingdom will come with power when we 
stand back of our representatives in the 
fields afar as they go out for us and for 
God and the world! God speed the day 
when this will get something of the same 
grip on us that the boys had on us in 1917 
and 1918. It is even greater and more vital 
than that. 


We Have Learned in 1923 
Let Us Deo in 1924 


We are on the eve of a New Year. Tv- 
morrow night when the clock strikes the 
midnight hour, the old year of opportunity 
will have gone forever, but a new, bright, 
clean page will be spread before us on 
which no man has written and on which no 
man can write but us. That page in your 
life and mine is to be filled by us. No forces 
without can force our writing a word or a 
line on that page until those forces without 
have secured the consent of the forces 
within. 

Let us write large on that new 1924 page 
the words of “God” and “Kingdom” and 
“World” and “Peace” and “Others.” Let 
us follow our knowledge and our desire and 
our prayers out into a larger life for us 
and help to make a larger life for the world 
than we have ever known or dreamed 
before. 

Let us repeat again and resolve again 
with the old Moravian: “J am determined 
so to live that the influence of my life for 
God shall reach the uttermost parts of the 
eternity.” 

Whether we will it or not, the influence 
ef our lives shall reach to the ends of the 
earth and to the shores of times. No one 
can live a half-hundred years and not have 
his life tell on the earth for all time either 
for good.or for bad. The word you say 
may be repeated in places you know not of. 
The lad you influenced may live some day 
in California or in fartherest India or in 
darkest Africa and may carry to the end of 
his life and to the end of the world the thing 
that you said to him or the thing-that you 
did to him—consciously or unconsciously— 
end your life and your influence for good 
or for evil will live on. Or that dollar that 
you gave may be released in Japan and in- 
fluence a child or a man whose life will be 
different and whose life in turn will -influ- 
ence other lives in his day and others who 
live after his day will carry on the gospel 
who never heard of you or of your dollar. 

Yes, we must. live in the world and we 
cannot possibly live here without leaving it 
better or worse forever because of our liy- 
ing. 

I went into a country village a little while 
ago and asked them (after a service) to 
tell me where their boys and girls had gone 
into all the world. And out of that little 
town there had gone boys and girls to the 
great cities, east and west, and to tasks 
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ucross the sea. In one family the children 
had gone to seven places a thousand miles 
apart and yet that old father and mother 
had not thought that they had much influ- 
ence on the world. 

I saw a picture at Elon College of the 
sixty-seven ‘Dollars—with a capital “D” on 
the Dollars—for they were the children and 
grandchildren of our old brother Dollar in 
the far South. Where will those sixty-sev- 
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en Dollars go to in all the earth? We know 
that they must be somewhere and that they 
must do something. God grant that it may 
be for good and for God. 

BuTt—and as a parting word—let us be- 
gin today and get a running start for 1924, 
to make ‘our lives count in 1924 for God 
unto the ends of the earth and for all eter- 
nity. Amen. God help us not to forget! 

Erie, Pennsylvania. — 


Wishes for the New Year 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 30, 1923 
Phil. 3: 12-16 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers : 


Announce one week beforehand that a box for New 
Year’s wishes will be placed on the table in the meet- 
ing room and the members are asked to write out 
their New Year’s wishes and place them in the box 
unsigned. The night of the meeting the box may be 
passed around and different members draw out one 
of these slips and read. After they have all been 
read have a_ season of sentence prayers asking that 
every wish that will be for God’s glory may be 
realized. 

It would be helpful to have every member of the 
society write out one resolution he thinks that the 
society as a whole ought to make for the coming 
new year. These might be distributed and read in 
the same way. 

Sing hymns expressive of purpose and resolution, 
and petition for help to be true to ideals. Such hymns 
as “Take Time to Be Holy,” “One More Day’s Work 
for Jesus,” substituting the word “year’s” for 
“day's,” making it “One More Year’s Work for 
Jesus,” will be very appropriate. 


FOR DEBATE 


Resolved, That it is better to make a resolution 
and not keep it than not to make a resolution. 


Thoughts on the Theme 


ERSE 12. “Not as though I had al- 

ready attained.” There is no room for 
self-satisfaction or self-complacency in the 
Christian life. The men and women who 
think that there is nothing more for them 
to reach in the Christian life, surely have 
their life outlook very narrow and their 
horizon very low. Paul was not that kind 
and his Christianity was not of that brand. 
I imagine that to most of us, as this new 
year will come, we will realize that there 
are great unfulfilled, unreached ideals. I 
sincerely hope this will be true of all of us. 
We shall need these unattained ideals to 
lure us on during the coming year. 

V. 18. “Forgetting those things which 
are behind.” What are the things behind 
in your life last year? Successes? Forget 
them, unless it be to remember them that 
they may be spurs to goad you on to greater 
achievement. Failures? Forget them. Un- 
less you recall them in order that you may 
gain wisdom from their experience, that 
shall keep you from a like experience in 
the year before you. Success, if dwelt upon 
too much, may be the golden garlands which 
shall trip your feet in the race of the New 
Year. Failures, if you center your thought 
upon them too much, may be like quicksands 
engulfing you, swallowing up your ideals 
and aspirations. 

“Reaching forth.” It is a good thing to 
forget some things, but life would be pretty 


poor and useless if it were only forgetting; 
it is the reaching forward that counts. 
Aspirations, ideals, goals—these are what 
count in a life. Do not spend so much time 
and energy forgetting; that you forget to 
reach forward. It is the forward-reaching 
men who achieve and eventually attain. 

V. 14. “Press on to the goal for the 
prize of God’s high call in Christ Jesus.” 
(Moffatt). Here we have the motive of 
Paul’s life, that is, to reach the goal which 
God had placed for him, and we also have 
the great incentive of Paul’s life, “the 
prize of God’s high call in Christ Jesus.” 
Let us resolve to make the motive of our 
lives for this year to reach the milestone 
on the way of life, and thus be brought 
one year nearer the great prize of life; the 
finishing of the work he has given us to do. 

V. 15. “Let all of us who are mature 
believers cherish these thoughts.” (Wey- 
nouth). Yes, and all of uS who are im- 
mature believers may well cherish these 
thoughts, also. Believers, mature and im- 
mature, need to be watchful lest the past, 
like the old man of the sea, fasten itself 
upon our lives and retard our progress | in 
things spiritual. 

V. 16. “But whatever be the point that 
we have already reached, let us persevere 
in the same course.” (Mofatt) Do not 
try to begin over and run the race of last 
year, but start right where you are and 
persevere in the things that are right, re- 
membering that— 


“Not to the strong is the battle, 
Not to the swift is the race; 

But to the valiant and faithful, 
Victory is promised through grace.” 


By Way of Illustration 


It is a great thing to have an hour when 
the best stirs you, to come to a summit on 
life’s long, rough road, when you catch 
sight of a landscape or hear a snatch of 
song or a bar of music, or see a look in the 
face of a friend, that sends all the good in 
7 surging to the front until you say, “I 

1 be a man! I will shake off shabby 
vente crucify lusts, cleanse my heart of 


‘filth, snap the shackles and be free.” That 


is where you were at your best. I am sorry 
for the man who never had such an hour, 
who never climbs a peak, who never feels 
an ecstasy, who never scents the fragrance 
blowing in from flowers which blossom in 
fields Elysian.—J. I. Vance, D. D. 
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I have read of a young girl who was 
tacking up a new wall calendar, bearing 
the unfamiliar figures of the new year upon 
it, who said, with a prophetic tone of as- 
surance in her voice, “It is going to be a 
beautiful year.” A friend standing by 
heard the girl’s prediction concerning the 
nature of the coming year, and being curi- 
ous to know what was in her mind, she 
asked, “How do you know it is going to be 
a beautiful year? A year is a long time.” 
“Well,” she said, “a day isn’t a long time, 
and I know the year is going to be beauti- 
ful because I am going to take a days at 
a time to make it so. Years are only days 
when you come right down to it, and I am 


‘going to see that every single one of these 


three hundred and sixty-five days gets at 
least one beautiful thing into it.”—Selected. 


Upon the pulpit of the Metropolitan 
Church at Washington lies the Bible from 
which John Wesley read his text to crowds, 
and mobs, and in later years to more order- 
ly congregations. It was printed in 1655, 
and is still in a good state of preservation. 
Upon the fly-leaf, in Mr. Wesley’s hand- 
writing, are the words, “Live today.” 
Suggestive words: good New Year motto. 
—Selected. 

Romainie’s New Year’s. wish for his 
people was, “God’ grant that this may be a 
year famous for believing!” 

“Yes to God and No to the devil will give 
you a happy New Year.” 

“Be careful; be wise; be true—you may 
have 1924 written on your tombstone.” 


At our house when the water-pitcher gets 
broken, we don’t give up drinking water; 
we get a new pitcher and pitch right in 
again. That is the thing to do with broken 
resolutions. They do not represent luxuries, 
they represent necessities. Go to the shop 
and get fresh ones.—Russell Sewall. 


“Moses got his new start at the burning 
bush. He caught a new vision of God and 
went forth. That is what we need in start- 
ing out on this new year.” 


For Reading or Recitation 


Tennyson’s “Ring Out Wild Bells” or 
“The Death of the Old Year.” 


For Discussion 


What is your supreme wish for the new year? 
(Give to several.) 

What is your wish for our society? 
several. ) 

What is your wish for missions for the new year? 

What is_the value of wishing? 

Why should we make resolutions? 

What resolutions for the new year shall our s0- 
ciety make? 

What is the relation between “wishbone” and 
“backbone ?” 

What should we resolve with regard to our recrea- 
tion the coming year? 

What should we resolve with regard to Bible study 
this new year? 

What resolutions should we make concerning prayer 
this coming year? 

What resolves should we make concerning the win- 
ning of others to Christ this year? 


1023 Garfield Ave., 
Springfield, Ohio. 
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Christmas Luck 


ERE!” 
H As Dan Murdock shouted the word, 
he opened his hands for the ball. His 
team was one point behind, the game was 
almost over—and the basket wasjust above 
his head. 

“Shoot!” . 

The wild cry welled up from all sides as 
the ball came fast and true into Dan’s fin- 
gers. For the instant no opposing player 
was near. He leaned backward and 
snapped the ball up over the basket. 

It fell upon the rim, rolled half-way 
around and balanced tantalizingly there. 
Then it dropped—outside! 

The opportunity to score had gone—and 
it did not come again. 

At the end of the game Dan walked 
slowly to the locker room. Two or three of 
the fellows spoke to him; but he did not 
answer them. One of his shoe laces resisted 
his effort to untie it, and he straightened 
slowly until the pull of his arm snapped 
the lace. 

“When a fellow’s luck is always bad 
luck,” he muttered, “the time comes when 
he’s had enough!” 

“What say?” asked Ned Newton, strug- 
gling with a shirt which would neither go 
on nor come off. 

“Nothing,” Dan answered shortly. 

He finished changing his clothes and went 
out into the crisp air of the December eve- 
ning. The stars shone brightly, but he did 
not see them. His mind was turned back- 
ward. 

Six weeks ago in the big game of the 
footbal] sedson the opposing fullback had 


dashed down the field with the ball under 
his arm, past every man except Dan. And 
Dan, springing forward to make what 
should have been a sure tackle, had slipped 
and fallen. The fullback scored; and Dan 
was taken from the game with a dislocated 
wrist. . 

That was the beginning of the bad luck 
which seemed to be following him relent- 
lessly. A few days after the game his 
grandfather contracted a cold which ran 
close to pneumonia. And while the doctor’s 
bill was eating into the small amount of 
money which Dan had saved from his after- 
school work at Mr. Sturgess’ grocery store, 


1 NNN 
The Gift 


O#: there be many candles bright 
Upon Thy tree on Christmas night; 
What need that I should add a light? 


Oh, there be many stars that shine 
To make Thy Christmas heavéns fine; 
What need is there of gold of mine! 


O, Little Lord, O Little King, 
With men and angels worshiping, 
. What gift is there that I could bring! 


(The angels turned their eyes on me; 
The Shepherd looked surprise on me; 
The King flung cold surmise on me!) 


“Give gifts,” he said (and looked no 
blame!) 
“Not urtto me, but in my name; 
Tell some one, why it was I came.” 
—Laura Spencer Porter, in the 
Woman’s Home Companion. 
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he had given a customer the change for a 
ten-dollar bill when the customer had given 
him only a five. 

“Not to mention that two dollars which 
Jimmy Tirrell borrowed—and forgot to pay 
back,” Dan muttered. 

There was a little whirr at his side as 
Clem Foster passed on his bicycle. 

‘ “Where’s your motorcycle?” Clem asked. 

“In the woodshed with a worn-out tire,” 
Dan replied. 

“Too bad,” Clem murmured over his 
shoulder. “Say—day after tomorrow is 
Christmas, isn’t it?” 

Yes, the day after tomorrow was going 
to be Christmas. But there would be very 


- little of Christmas spirit or cheer in the 


home where Dan lived with his grand- 
father. What was that expression which 
Mr. Butler, the principal, had used in dis- 
missing school for the holiday season? Oh, 
yes—Christmas luck. 

Christmas luck! 

“My Christmas luck will consist in being 
dropped from the basketball team—that’s 
easy to see,” he meditated. “I wonder what 
other morsels of luck are in store?” 

As he neared home he became conscious, 
at first vaguely and then with a sudden 
startled sharpness, of some unusual com- 
motion. For a moment he stared—then he 
leaped forward. 

He recalled now that the fire alarm had 
rung a few minutes before—and probably 
for the first time in years he had failed to 
count the strokes. And it had been a call to 
the very street where he lived. 


A little cry fell from his lips. The call 
was not merely to the street where he lived 
—it was to the very house in which he 
lived! 

His grandfather— 

For an instant the fierce red glare of the 
leaping flames and the great column of 
black smoke held his fascinated gaze—then, 
just as the stream of water from the fire- 
men’s hose hissed its way into the burning 
room, he looked around at the faces of the 
crowd and saw his grandfather. 

He was safe after all; that mattered 
most. 

“Fixed the fire in the stove there a little 
while ago,” he said. “Then I sat down— 
guess I must have gone asleep. When I 
woke up the room was full of smoke. Fixed 
fires all my life,” he added resentfully. 
“Never had anything like this happen 
before.” 

Fortunately the firemen had been prompt. 
In a few minutes the fire was out. One end 
of the house was badly burned; but the 
kitchen and dining room were undamaged. 

The next afternoon Dan dragged weary 
feet to Mr. Sturgess’ store. All the morn- 
ing he had worked hard and fast in the 
havoc which the fire had made. 

He was tired. Before leaving home he 
had gone to the woodshed and looked rather 
longingly at his motorcycle. But that tire 
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was hopeless—as hopeless as was the pros- 
pect of his being able to buy a new one! 

“You didn’t need to come,” Mr. Sturgess 
said. “Business keeps us stepping, though 
—hbeing the day before Christmas.” 

For two hours Dan jumped from spot to 
spot filling the orders that seemed to come 
in endlessly. Sometimes it seemed as if 
he would drop. 

The last of a line of customers was Mr. 
Butler. As Dan packed the principal’s pur- 
chases into his basket, he looked up with a 
grim smile. 

“Just what is that Christmas luck which 
you mentioned yesterday?” he asked. 

“Christmas luck?” said the principal. “I 
suppose it is a bit hard to define. At Christ- 
mas more than any other time, I think we 
have a feeling that the world is in good 
hands. . There is more happiness in the 
world than at any other time. I’d call that 
‘Christmas luck.’ ” 

Dan nodded as he turned to another 
customer. 

Closing time came at length. Dan did 
not expect any effusion from the gruff 
storekeeper, and he was not disappointed. 

“Hope you have a good Christmas,” was 
all Mr. Sturgess ‘said. 

Dan was not quite sure that his tired 
legs would carry him home but there was 
no other way of getting there. Sometime, 
if this streak of bad luck did not last for- 
ever, he would save up enough to buy a 
new tire, and then the long walk from the 
store to his home would vanish. 

The houses along the way were brilliantly 
lighted. At some of the windéws stood 
Christmas trees, resplendent with many- 
colored lights. Now and then the laugh of 
happy children sounded across the stii:ness 
of the evening. 

Christmas luck! More happiness in the 
world than at any other time! 


Dan trudged on. He turned the corner 
of his street, and the dark fire-charred end 
of the house rose before him, matching his 
weariness and discouragement. He moved 
slowly up the gravel walk to the doar. 

Then suddenly he stopped. For an in- 
stant he was assailed by the wild thought 
that he must have approached the wrong 
house. He rubbed his eyes and looked 
again. ; 

“I’m seeing one of those what-you-call- 
’ems that sometimes loom up in the desert,” 
he murmured. 

But it was not a mirage. The tree with 
its lights of brightness and cheer was real 
—as was the circle of people who suddenly 
sprang as if from nowhere and shoyted— 

“Merry Christmas, Dan!” 

“Why, hello—”’ Dan began. 

But he found himself pushed unceremo- 
niously into the house. . 

“You mustn’t go into the kitchen—not 
yet.” May Warner told him. 

“T can smell it,” he replied. 

“I was just sitting here, peaceable-like,” 


his grandfather stated, “when this company - 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


of young men and ladies descended upon 
me like a group of Indians. I don’t know 
what they’ve done.” 

Dan pulled off his heavy coat and looked 
around. 

“IT don’t either,” he exclaimed. 

“Sit here,” Clem Foster said abruptly. 
“Our master of ceremonies, Mr. Newton, 
will commence.” 

Dan felt himself pulled down into the 
chair, while Ned stood before him. It was 
evident that Ned felt the importance of 
the occasion. 

“Ladies and gentlemen,” he began; “and 
—er—and Dan—” 


“Ha-ha!” chuckled Jimmy Tirrell—bring- 
ing a reproving “hush” from Janis Hills. 


Joy Bells 


= be glad! 

The bells are ringing 

Of our life’s full Christmastide— 
Bells of sorrow raised to gladness, 
Bells of conflict toned to peace; 
Peace on earth, 

Good will to man, 


Just be glad! 

The bells are ringing 

O’er a world’s dark night of woe— 
Bells that penetrate the silence 

With the word of light divine. 

By far altar steps of glory 

Peace on earth, 

Good will to man. 


Just be glad! 

The bells are ringing, 

Bearing anthems of the free— 
Shackles broken, 

Nations rising, ; 
Portals opening, anthems ringing, 
Peace on earth, 

Good will to man. 


, 
Just be glad! : 
The bells are ringing | ’ 
Of the world’s full Christmastide. 
Light is rising out of darkness, 
Peace divine from clouds of night. 
God is living— 
Fear not; hearken 
To the choruses of day. 

—Mary Denny. 


————————————————————————————————————————— 


“The idea occurred to some of us,” Ned 
continued, “to several of us in fact—indeed 
I am not sure but I could say that it oc- 
curred to all of us—” . 

“Move on,” counseled the irrepressible 
Jimmy: “You're blocking the traffic.” 

“The idea occurred to us this morn- 
ing,” said Ned, taking a fresh start: “of 
having a little Christmas party for our 
friend Dan and his grandfather. We felt 
that the fire last night was a piece of 
pretty bad luck for them and we thought 
we might change it, at least a little bit, 
into a sort of Christmas luck. So we—we— 
we—” 

“That’s what the little pig said all the 
way home,” Jimmy murmured. 

“We put our heads together,” Ned went 
on, “did a little hustling, and—and—oh, 


into the shape of a star.” 
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hang it all, I can’t make a speech—roll out 
that tire, fellows!” 

Clem Foster had stepped behind the 
Christmas tree. He gave one well-directed 
push, and the motorcycle tire rolled slowly 
across the room, circled slightly and 
dropped at Dan’s feet. 

Dan picked it up. His throat felt queer, 
and he was afraid that his voice would 
sound queer. 

But Jimmy saved him the necessity of 
speaking just then. 

“This, you understand, is from the motley 
crowd here gathered,” he remarked. “There 
is one other item. Hand it to him, Clem. 
I’ll catch him when he faints.” 


Dan opened the envelope. Something 
small and heavy dropped into his hand. On 
a little card he read: “For work well and 
faithfully done—T. M. Sturgess.” 

He removed the tissue paper from the 
round object in his hand. 

“Come!” May Warner directed. “Cocoa 
and pie and other things will now be served 
in the kitchen!” 


‘ TI say, ” 
luck—” 


Then he saw the table, decorated with 
holly and loaded with pies and “other 
things”’—and for the moment his voice 
failed him.—The Continent. 


Dan murmured: “Christmas 


What Do You See in Mud? - 


AITH goes on because faith sees the in- 

visible. A single illustration . must 
suffice: let Ruskin furnish it. What do you 
see when you see mud? Why mud, of 
course. But Ruskin saw more than mud 
in mud. An ounce of slime on a beaten 
way, in the outskirts of a manufacturing 
town—of what is it composed? Clay, soot, 
sand, water. Is that all? Not to Ruskin, 
seeing the invisible. That clay, separated 
from its fellows, becomes white, becomes 
clear, becomes hard, becomes a gatherer of 
the “loveliest blue: rays’—a_ sapphire. 
That sand becomes also hard, white, be- 
comes the reflector not only of “blue rays, 
but green, purple, red rays as well”—an 
opal. That soot becomes hard too, “obtains 
the power of reflecting all the sun’s rays at 
once in the vividest rays that any solid 
thing may shoot”—a diamond. That drop 
of water “purifies itself and proceeding to 
a more perfect consistence crystallizes 
And so we have 
at last not a bit of soiling mud but “a sap- 
phire, an opal, and a diamond, set in the 
midst of a star of snow.” 


Beautiful! Yet not more beautiful than 
the many visions in the realms of the invis- 
ible, not more beautiful than faith feeding 
upon these visions itself becomes. Beauty 
and yet such power, too, as ‘swings in seas 
of suns. No wonder that with such giant 
strength Faith falls not by the way, but 
goes on and on to press at last the streets 
of gold.—The Christian Evangelist. 
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The Children 


A Christmas Song 


Sing a song of Christmas, 
Puddings full of plums, 
Four and twenty snowbirds 
Picking up the crumbs; 
Stockings full of candy, 
Books, and games, and toys; 
Isn’t it a merry time 
For birds and girls and boys? 
—Dumb Animals. 


Old Man Greenbaum’s Christmas 


OLD man Greenbaum sat alone in his lit- 

tlé dingy old drug store near the river 
front. It was Christmas Eve; but that 
meant nothing to him. Nothing mattered 
except money. 

The old druggist sat gloomily puffing 
away at his clay pipe, when the door flew 
violently open, and on the wings of the 
storm, midst a shower of snowflakes, a little 
girl appeared. 

She was poorly clad, evidently very cold, 
as her. chattering teeth attested. From a 
tiny hand he took a slip of paper, a pre- 
scription. 

Old man Greenbaum, always with one eye 
upon economizing, had only a small light 
.burning, and by the feeble rays of a soli- 
tary globe, from various large bottles he 
filled a smaller vial. 

There was little conversation between 
these two, excepting such as was necessary 
to effect payment for the medicine, and the 
little girl with a chattering “Good night,” 
hurried away. 


The old druggist resumed his smoking 
and relapsed into silent meditation. Sud- 
denly he sat up staring like one fascinated 
upon the bottles which had yielded their 
quota in filling the little girl’s prescription, 
and then sprang up with a groan. 

“I gave her the wrong medicine. Who- 
ever takes that will die within five 
minutes.” 


Without hat and coat he rushed out into 
the street, looking up and down, wringing 
his hands, calling on his God. No one an- 
swered. No one was in view. 


In despair he returned to the little shop, 
a-fierce fear tugging at his heart. 

Suddenly the door opened again, and on 
the threshold, or was he dreaming? stood 
the little girl crying. Before she could speak, 
the old man shook her roughly, shouting, 
“The medicine. Where is the medicine?” 

“I slipped and broke it,” cried the little 
miss, “and my papa is so sick and I have no 
more money!” 

Before she could finish, the druggist had 
her in his arms, placed her on the counter, 
thrust a bag of chocolates into her fist and 
amid shouts and laughter refilled the pre- 
scription of his astonished customer. 

He inquired of the amazed girl where she 
lived, how many were at home, and a lot of 
other things. Then he kissed her and sent 
her home. 


Donning his overcoat, he hurried away 
once more into the night. 

And that may account for Santa Claus’ 
generous visit at Anna’s house that night, 
when Santa remembered Anna’s five little 
brothers and sisters, her sick father and 
her mother, Santa remembered them all. 

But Anna always maintained that “Santa 
looked mighty like Mr. Greenbaum.” Any- 
way, all the children in the neighborhood 
now call him “Uncle Abe.”—Sadie Levy. 


The Gift That Grew 


‘THEODORE wanted very much to give 

a beautiful Christmas present to Mar- 
jorie. Marjorie was the little girl who lived 
in the large brick house at the end of Theo- 
dore’s street, and she was a nice little girl 
with whom to play. She loaned Theodore 
her pushmobile, her roller skates, her pic- 
ture books—in fact, all of her best toys. 
Now that it was nearing the blessed Christ- 
mas time when the toy shop was full of 
delightful gifts, how the little boy did want 
to buy the very most expensive of them all 
for Marjorie! 

But when he pulled his pig bank by its 
tail, and the pig’s mouth opened to drop 
out all his pennies, there were only a few 
of them. When he counted out enough to 
buy small gifts for his mother, for his 
grandmother, and for the baby, there was 
not enough money left for the small French 
doll he knew Marjorie would have loved. 

“Why don’t you make your little friend 
something, Theodore?” his grandmother 
asked. “There isn’t a boy anywhere near 
us who can cut so well with his jig saw.” 

So Theodore shut himself up in the shed 
where he had some wood and his father’s 
old jig saw. He cut and shaped and fitted 
together a cradle for a doll, It had a head, 
a foot, carved sides, and two rockers. Then 
he polished it with sand-paper until it was 
white and smooth. 

“Do you think that Marjorie will like it?” 
he asked his grandmother a bit sadly, for 
it seemed to him a very plain gift for such 
a little girl as Marjorie. 

“Well, I don’t see how she could help just 
loving it,” his grandmother told him. “You 
leave it here in my room, Theodore, and I 
will wrap it all up nicely for you.” 

“And I will paint a Christmas card for 
it and send it by the post,” he said. 

There were still a few days before Christ- 
mas. Grandmother looked at the little 
empty cradle; then she put on her spec- 
tacles and opened her piece bag and got 
out her workbasket. She began to cut and 
sew, and before the day was over that little 
Christmas cradle had a little feather -pil- 
low, a pair of little linen sheets, a blanket 
bound with blue ribbon, and a red silk 
quilt, all made by grandmother from the 
scraps in her piece bag. How comfortable 
it did look, but empty! Just then Theo- 
dore‘s mother came into the room: 
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“Theodore made this for Marjorie,” 
grandmother said, “and I thought I would 
surprise them by fixing it up a little mite. 
But it does need a doll.” 

“Well, there is my little china doll all 
dressed up like a baby and put away in the 
top bureau drawer,” the mother said. “It 
is an old-fashioned doll, but it will just fit 
this cradle.” 

So she got out the china baby doll, and 
she and grandmother put it in the cradle 
underneath the red silk quilt. They 
wrapped the cradle and doll carefully in a 
strong Christmas package. By that time 
Theodore had painted a card with a wreath 
of red-and-green holly which he pasted on 
the package, and his mother wrote Mar- 
jorie’s address on it. He took it to the 
post office and left it there. 

Christmas Eve was busy at the post 
office. But presently all the Christmas 
ecards and Christmas presents and Christ- 
mas letters were on their way. The post- 
master was about to lock the door when 
he spied a parcel all alone on a shelf. It 
was addressed to Miss Marjorie Windsor, 
corner of The Avenue and Patch Lane, but 
it had no stamps for taking it there. Theo- 
dore had forgotten to buy any. 

‘Now, this is too bad!” said the post- 
master, who was tired, but had children of 
his own. “Somebody is going to be disap- 
pointed. I might carry this package and 
deliver it on my way home.” 

He looked about the post office, which had 
quite an air of Christmas on account of all 
the trimmings that had fallen from the par- 
cels—red ribbons, bunches of holly, and tin- 
sel cord. He picked up some of these and 
tied Theodore’s cradle with a huge red bow, 
and he stuck a bunch of bright holly in the 
bow. Then he very kindly delivered the 
package with his own hands at the large 
house where Marjorie lived on the corner. 

Christmas snow, Christmas bells, every- 
body looking in the Christmas stockings, 
everybody happy! And soon after break- 
fast Theodore’s bell rang, and there was 
Marjorie bringing him in her arms a dear, 
wriggling, loving bull pup for a Christmas 
gift. 

“And did you have some nice presents, 
Marjorie?” Theodore asked when he could 
speak after the joy of getting that bull pup. 

“The very best present of all,” Marjorie 
told him, “was your cradle and the beau- 
tiful bedding in it and the dear different 
little doll and the red bow on it and the 
holly. The postmaster delivered it him- 
self at my front door, because it was too 
nice to be sent by the wagon. Thank you, 
Theodore.” 


Theodore looked astonished, but grand- 
mother didn’t. She looked wise, and she 
laid her hand on Theodore’s head. “That 
Christmas gift grew,” she said. “Some- 
times they do grow like that, the presents 
you make and fill with Christmas love and 
kindness.”—Carolyn S. Bailey, in The May- 
flower. 
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Communications 


As to Two Editorials 


I want to express my thorough agreenient 
with two of the editorials in the issue of 


morning, April 1, we received eighteen new 
members; that evening, ten; Sunday eve- 
ning, May 27, seventeen, and last Sunday 
evening, December 9, twelve. 
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year, although I believe in them. I get in 
touch with newcomers and keep in touch 
all the while. Then several Sundays pre- 
vious to my receiving new members, I aug- 
ment my personal work by the proper sort 
of sermons. I find this method is working 
very favorably here. 





> my hte DD oF 


November 29: “Processes of Enrichment” 
and “Jazz.” The Herald is to be com- 
mended on your straightforward editorial 
opinion about Billy Sunday and such meth- 
ods of his as those to which it refers. I 
have never been able to understand why 
such a large majority of the orzanized 
Protestant clergy would rise to the support 
of his campaigns in almost any city. In 
my opinion, so-called cultural appreciation 
and the reverence for things religious are 
not separate reactions but a single response 
within the individual. Certainly nothing 
could hinder the development of this re- 
sponse so much as “jazz,” whether it be in 

modern music or in the church service; it 

is too often in both, as the editorial points 

i out. That a majority of church people not 
only permit it but encourage it is indeed re- 
grettable. 

“Processes of Enrichment” rings of truth 
from which the world is getting away in 
what seems to be a seeking of superficial 
pleasure at any price. 
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The Right Spirit 


oe have been so many calls for various benevolent pur- 
poses of late that it was with great reluctance that the 
Foreign Mission Department issued the Christmas appeal for 
suffering Japan. Only the extreme urgency of the situation 
with regards to our work and workers there prompted the 
board ‘to do so. It is a strictly emergency case. We felt that 
our people would understand the emergency need, just as those 
of other denominations are facing similar situations at this 
same time. Responses to date indicate the fine spirit with _ 
which many of our earnest pastors and Sunday-school super- 
intendents have met this new challenge. We quote from a few 
of the cards-received from all parts of the country: 





hoe i A Be .e| aht ine 4 


JOHN S. Morris. 
New York University. 


Kingdom Enlistment Week Commended 


Rev. McD. Howsare and Mr. Hermon 
Eldredge have been with us for the past 
week here at Warren, conducting an evan- 
gelistic program. This program has been 
a success. 

During the past nine years as a teacher 
in the Public Schools of Indiana I have ob- 
served many campaigns in religious work 
among the various denominations. I can 
only say that the Kingdom Enlistment Cam- 
paign as has been put on here is far more 
effective in promoting the Kingdom work 
and in winning new recruits than the old- 
style three-to-six-weeks revival meeting. It 
has given great opportunity for personal 
work and so I heartily endorse such a pro- 
gram. 


What They Say 


“Will certainly give the folks an opportunity to help.” 

“Send a hundred envelopes and folders. It is not only an emergency 
but a necessity.” 

“I will do the best I can for suffering Japan.” 

“I am praying for success in our needy field.” 

“The challenge is a test of the sincerity of all that we have done 
hitherto in Japan.” 
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From the Southland comes this very interesting telegram: 


“Please send Christian Sun, Richmond, Va., immediately, cuts 
on third and fourth pages your folder, showing suffering Japan. 
Cuts wanted special page next week, call to all churches Southern 
Convention take Christmas offering, authorized by Executive Com- 
mittee of Convention. Will return cuts promptly. Don’t fail me.” 


We. Hosart Comes. (Signed) J. O. ATKINSON. ; 


Teacher of Social Studies, 
Township High School, 
Warren, Indiana. 


The Modernists Most to Blame 


My subscription has expired and I wish to 
renew. I thank you for sending it in ad- 
vance of my payment. I enjoy The Trend 
of Events and also the editorials and letters 
from those who by travel have gained 
knowledge of conditions in different coun- 
tries. I am interested, too, in your views 
on the controversy between Modernists and 
Fundamentalists. I think the former rather 
than the latter are likely to tear the church 
to pieces. The Modernists leave little of the 


One man, sending his personal check for fifty dollars, said: 


“Your- appeal for the reconstruction work in Japan appealed 
very strongly to me, and I feel sure will to all our brethren. I am 
sending a check for fifty dollars from Mrs. and myself for 
this work, and will see what can be done in the church. Do you not 
think it would be possible to find one thousand men or churches in 
our denomination who would-give fifty dollars each and make up the 
amount? It ought to be done.” 


We Are Greatly Encouraged 


These and- many other messages are most encouraging. 
Sulcaity Sidedatiin for a Chiidtian hove. ft It shows that our pastors are thinking, and our laymen as 
Like Prof. Steiner I am a Foundationalist. well. They realize the seriousness of the disaster to our mis- : 
“Other foundation can no man lay than that § sion work. They are willing to share their Christmas with Hl . 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” I presume . A E 
you have read Fosdick’s “Meaning of Japan. Many have stated they plan to make this the object 
as SS aie anne tae and ae of their White Gift service. Some are already sending per- 
, Athena at tiieal tae idee sonal checks. ‘Will you be one of a thousand to send a per- 
the theory of evolution. God grant there may sonal check for fifty dollars? What we do must be done 
be no further division among those who 
think they are followers of the Lord Jesus. 
Page. | Make checks payable to 
Mrs. L. C. DICKSON. : W. P. Minton, Foreign Mission Secretary, 

All-the-Year-R 1 Evangelism Cc. P. A. Bldg., Dayten, Ohic. 
and thankful to state that I am in a little 
way working out that belief. On Sunday 


and it is difficult to believe that he accepts 
quickly. 

My grandchildren enjoy the Children’s 

I believe in all-the-year around evangelism, 
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to advertise our services, which is helping 
somewhat in attendance. My evening su 
jects are made attractive to men. Some 
churches do not seem willing to try to get 
the strangers and welcome them. 

I enjoy The Herald and feel it is filling 
a large place in our denomination. 

E. T. COTTEN. 
Oshawa, Ontario. 


Meat to One, Poison to Another 


I have found The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty the greatest church paper I have ever 
read, and enjoy reading it each week. 

H. J. MYERs. 

Jamaica, L. I. 


We have taken The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty for more than forty years, but shall 
discontinue at the end of the six months I 
am enclosing pay for, if the editor or other 
writers continue to attack the fundamentals 
of Christianity as taught in the Bible and 
The Herald as in the past. We can hear 
enough and see enough of thiS modern the- 
ology as it is sometimes called in the other 
churches we attend and consider it unsafe to 
place such a teaching before our girl con- 
tinuously. 


Sidney, Ohio. 


A Challenge to Our Ministry 


We have probably 100,000 members in 
our churches. At Diamond Church, Hock- 
ing County, Ohio, we entered into a cove- 
nant, by giving each other our hand, that 
we would make an effort to be the means of 
saving one soul this year. Is it possible for 
this church? If so, is it not possible for the 
entire denomination to do the same? What 
a mighty work it would be. We challenge 
our ministry to make this their slogan for 
the year to come. 


Bladen, Ohio. 


From a Veteran Minister 


Fifty-four years last March my wife and 
I set up a home of our own and soon after 
decided to make it a Christian home, cast- 
ing our lot in with the Christian Church. 
Feeling the need of some means by which 
we might maintain such a home, we sub- 
scribed for The Herald and through it we 
have been made stronger and better Chris- 
tians. I have not always agreed with what 
I read in: its columns, but never ordered it 
stopped; but shall continue to take it so 
long as we are able and can see to read. 
May the Lord continue to bless it in its mis- 


sion. 
J. M. BRown. 


Mrs. WALTER C. HEFT. 


SAMUEL LEWIS. 


New Point, Indiana. 


Two Wonderful Conversions 


Some very interesting and unusual mani- 
festations came out during the campaign at 
Milo, Rev. Geo. J. McClellan pastor. Among 
them was the experience of an old agnostic 
seventy-five years old, who had read agnos- 
tic literature, and was reading spiritistic 
literature, and coming to the meetings 
to find fault. But he came under the in- 
fluence of the meetings so powerfully that, 
sitting in his own private study trying to 
fortify himself by reading infidel literature, 
he found himself unable to read until he 
turned to the Bible. Beginning at the fifth 
chapter of Matthew, he read on into the 
eleventh chapter until he arrived at the 
invitation of Jesus, “Come .unto me ail ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest,” when he made the surrender 
and found Christ. Then as a child with a 
new found treasure, he goes about telling 
the wonderful news. 


On the following Sunday morning after 
his conversion, he on the steps. of the 
church, girt about with scores of new con- 
verts, and made an earnest plea for the Bi- 
ble while he poured coal oil on his infidel 
books and set fire to them. It was a scene 
so impressive as never to be forgotten. 

One other impressive event was that of a 
young man who had been making “home 
brew.” First pouring out eighteen gallons 
of “brew,” he came to church and publicly 
confessed Christ. 


Many other very interesting manifesta- 
tions occurred, too numerous to mention; 


and all took place with absolutely no mani-. 


festations of hysteria or undue excitement, 
but withethe deepest, profoundest conscious- 
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ness of right choice. Al! these things came 
to through the preaching of the Word, 

ed up by the earnest, consecrated pray- 
ers and work of the —_ eS and people. 


CK COOPER. 
Indianola, Iowa. 


Postscripts 


I am so glad you have continued to send 
The Herald for we can’t get along without 
it. It is a wonderful source of help and 
strength to us. CARL ANDERSON. 

Clemons, Iowa. 


Your editorial of November 29 makes — 
sickness a sacrament. 
W. A. HARPER. 


Elon College, N. C. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 
+ MAINE* CONFERENCE 


Eastport, December 7—The union 
Thanksgiving service was held in the North 
Christian Church and Brother W. G. 
Kirschbaum, Jr., pastor of the Congrega- 
tional Church of the city, a member of the 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Confer- 
ence, preached the sermon. The ladies of 
the North Christian Church held their an- 
nual fair December 11 in the church vestry 
and cleared about two hundred dollars. 
Such an_ enterprising group of workers 
ought not to be without a pastor.—DONALD 
P. HuRpurt, Field Secretary. 


YORK AND CUMBERLAND CONFERENCE 

Freedom, N. H., December 6—New Eng- 
land has many good customs, the least of 
which is not the old-fashioned pound party 
such as was given the pastor and his wife 
last Friday evening. The table was well 


MAL AAS 
This Time of the Year 


Tis = time of the year for the open 


And the tender heart and true, 
When the rift of heaven has cleft the 
skies 
And the saints are looking through, 
The flame leaps high where the 
hearth was drear, i 
And sorrowful eyes look bright, 
For a message dear, that all may hear 
Is borne on the Christmas light. 


—Margaret Sangster. 
AWARE 


laden, as well as some on the floor, with 
presents of a good variety. The value of 
the groceries and other gifts amounted to 
quite a large sum. The money valué was 
much appreciated, but the kindly thought- 
fulness of the people was appreciated even 
more. The Glad Gleaners, a young girls’ 
missionary society, held their annual meet- 
ing last Friday evening at the parsonage. 
They voted a small sum of money to be sent 
to help buy some Christmas presents for the 
children under the care of Miss Frieda 
Kirkendall, Haverhill, Mass., who has 
charge of the Americanization in connection 
with the Christian Church of that city. 
Twelve girls of the Glad gleaners, ranging 
from seven to thirteen years old, have read 
thirty-five children’s missionary books dur- 
ing the year. June Nichols, eight years old, 


read seven of the books, the most read by 
any member. The list of books read were 
as follows: “Mook,” “The Magic Box,” 
“Children of the Lighthouse,” “Giovonni,” 
“Lamp Lighters Across the Sea,” “Called 
to the Colors,” “Stay at Home Journeys,” 
“Under Many Flags,” and “The Honorable 
Crimson Tree.” A very successful Thanks- 
giving meeting was held at the church last 
Sunday evening. The matter of missions is 
improving in the York and Cumberland 
Conference. The York Church reports a 
good Thanksgiving meeting with a cash of- 
— of nineteen dollars—A. M. HEIKEs, 
astor. 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The Official Board unanimously voted to 
send The Christian Annual for 1924 to each 
church clerk within the bounds of the con- 
ference, there enabling the church, 
through its clerk, to obtain important in- 
formation so often needed at the shortest 
time possible. 

Fall River—The annual meeting of the 
Bogle Street Christian Church was held on 
December 6, when the officers of the various 
organizations made their annual reports, 
and officers were elected for the ensui 
year. The building committee repo 
that $7,100 has been contributed during the 
year toward the payment of the addition 
erected last year. Other financial reports 
showed marked progress in the work of God 
in the parish, and the members derived a 
great deal of inspiration from the reports 
for even more efficient and harmonious 
work in the coming r. Among the 
officers eiected was John Stewardson for 
the thirty-sixth consecutive year as treas-. 
urer. 

Rice City—The second young people’s 
rally of the Massachusetts and‘ Rhode Is- 
land Christian Conference was held at Rice 
City, R. I, on Te afternoon, De- 
cember 1, at which Rev. W. S. Thomas of 
New Bedford presided. Miss Mary Arnold, 
of Touisset, spoke briefly of the present 
need for improvement in the Sunday-school 
and introduced Mr. G. L. Hathaway, of 
Providence, who spoke of the need for more 
loyal support of the Sunday-school on the 

art of young og le. This was followed 

an address by Rev. L. C. Fletcher, of 
ale, on “My Japanese Friends,” in which 
he told of the impressions, thoughts, and 
feelings of Japanese students in America 
with whom he had formed most intimate 
associations. It served to make missions 
more real and presented a challenge for 
better Christian understanding and brother- 
ly helpfulness. This was followed by a 
very interesting discussion. The ladies of 
the church served lunch. eee to 
toasts were given by Dr. W. G. t, of 
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Providence, Miss Eva Pitt, of Fall River. 
and Rev. L. C. Fletcher. It was decided 
that the proceeds of the evening be turned 
into a contribution for Mr. Eikichi Yamada, 
of the Sendai Christian Church, Japan, who 
is now studying at Yale. We wished in 
this way to show our further appreciation 
of him, and to help him a little to equip 
himself for that noble calling which he 
intends to pursue when he returns to his 
own people. 


Fall River—Rev. L. C. Fletcher, of Yale 
Divinity School; has supplied the pulpit of 
“the North Christian Church for five or six 
Sunday evenings while our pastor has been 
visiting the pastorless churches in the con- 
ference. Mr. Fletcher has made a deep 
impression upon his hearers, and won for 
himself a large pkace in the hearts of all 
who have heard him. On Saturday evening, 
December 8, Mr. Bodman, in behalf of the 
woman’s missionary society, presented Mr. 
Fletcher with a beautiful solid leather 
traveling bag as a token of friendship and 
wished him a long and successful career 
in his chosen field of labor.—M. E. B. 


ROCKINGHAM CONFERENCE 


York Village, Maine, December 9—Our 
church is not dead, only sleeping. The first 
of October we entertained conference. The 
middle of November we had the annual har- 
vest supper, clearing about seventy dollars. 
Everybody said it was a nice supper. At 
Thanksgiving time the missionary society 
sent a box of clothing to Franklinton, N. C. 
Our church is closed at present, but we 
hope to resume services again soon.— 
CHURCH MEMBER. 


Kittery Point, Me., December 12—The 
beautiful mild fall weather we have had 
lately has been enjoyed by all and our Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society has made good use of 
the same by carrying its message of cheer 
and help into homes where the inmates have 
been deprived of the privilege of public wor- 
ship for many years. Last night was one 
of our red-letter nights when we met with 
our blind brother, William F. Amee. These 
meetings with him are always helpful to us 
all. We were delighted to receive the fol- 
ae notes from our pastor, Bro. Miles H. 

isk: 

“The first Sunday in October was the be- 
ginning of our fourth year with this church. 
In all this time it has been impossible for us 
to find a residence here until last July when 
the people of the church gave us a beautiful 
building lot, on which we now have a fine 
new seven-room house. The interest and at- 
tendance of our church and Sunday-school 
are now the best since we have been laboring 
here. The Ladies’ Aid held their Christmas 
sale of fancy articles, food, and ice cream 
on November 23. A play of three acts was 
given by the young people and the church 
orchestra furnished music for the occasion. 
On Sunday, December 2, nine accepted Jesus 
Christ as their personal Savior. A baptis- 
mal service will soon be held. On Decem- 
ber 4 we had with us Rev. A. M. Hainer, 
pastor of the Court St. Church in Ports- 
mouth, also president of our conference. 
Bro. Haines gave us a fine sermon and we 
hope he will come to see us often. Breth- 
ren, pray for this field that the good work 
may go on for the glory of Christ and his 
Kingdom.” 

Our C. E. society has reeently renewed 
its subscriptions to the C. E. World which 
is taken for the benefit of our leaders.— 


AMEE. 
ILLINOIS 


Tuscola, December 11—First week passed 
at Tuscola in a revival with four accessions 
and interest unabating. Rev. Wm. Harper 
is doing good work. He is a companionable 


co-worker. Sad news comes to us of the 
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sudden death of Sister Mary Wiley and 
daughter Jessie, formerly of Atwood, but 
now of Calf. They were run over by an 
auto at a street crossing. Their bodies 
were laid to rest in the cemetery near At- 
wood Sunday afternoon. The meetings at 
Oak Grove were a success. The spirit of it 
reached to other neighborhoods. Ten pre- 
cious souls were gathered into the fold. 
Brother Paul Piersall, of the church at Por- 
terville, a beginner of Christian work, re- 
ceived a convert at his charge at Mount 
Olive on last Sunday. He is a noble young 
man and I predict for him a bright future. 
Met my old friend, Bro. Price, on the train 
Monday. He is still enthusiastic for the 
cause and his anxiety is very great for the 
Church and its success. Am still pulling 
ahead for the cause we love most of all, not- 
ces bodily ailments.—I. MILLARD 
OEL. 


Fiatt, December 12—We accepted a unan- 
imous call to the pastorate of the Christian 
Church at this place the first of last month, 
and have moved and settled in the parson- 
age. The church has been without a reg- 
war pastor for two years, and the pulpit has 
been supplied by different ministers. The 
attendance is on the increase and the inter- 
est is growing. We have a fine lot of young 
people and a flourishing Sunday-school. We 


A 
The Four Gifts 


W# Y came the sages, and how were they 
wise? 
Minds full of wisdom and hearts full of 
worship 
And light from the skies! 


Where was the King in that new little boy? 
Hid in his humbleness, hid in his loveliness, 
Hid in his joy! 


What of his glory, and where was his 
crown? 
Far off and heavenly, left for the love of 
Poor Bethlehem town! ; 


What of the gifts that they brought him 
that day? 
One for his bitterness, one for his sweet- 
ness, and 
One for his play! 


What ~~ more precious than spices and 


art 
Himself, oh himself, with the star in his 
eyes and 
The life in his heart! 


—Christopher G. Hazard, in The Continent. 
MOAN 


hope, by the help of the Lord, to do a good 
work here. Rev. E. D. Oren, of Linn Grove, 
Ind., is holding a series of revival meetings 
with the Mound Chapel Church. The weath- 
er and roads have kept many from attend- 
ing, but our daily prayer is that Brother 
Oren will have a great ingathering of souls 
and the church be re-established. There are 
several churches within the bounds of the 
Western Illinois Conference without pastors. 
Some are located in town, and yet we have 
two or three ministers without pastorates. 
Why should this be the case?—ROBINSON 
ASHBY. 


Pierson, December 8—We have been as- 
sisting Bro. Rippey at Atwood for the last 
two weeks. Although there was much sick- 
ness and we have had three nights of bad 
weather, we have had quite a good meeting. 
We will close the meeting Sunday night. 
Our meeting will begin here at Pierson 
Monday night and continue until the holi- 
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days. We are looking forward to a good 
meeting here. This is a nice field of work, 
and we like our new homé with the people 
of Pierson. Our meeting is to begin at Mt. 
Zion, Southern Wabash Conference, shortly 
after the holidays. Bro. Baughman will as- 
sist us there. We are looking forward to 
that meeting with much interest, for we 
know Bro. Baughman is a fine man with 
whom to work, and one much devoted to 
the cause of Christ. Our meeting at Gar- 
rett will be held the latter part of January. 
At this meeting we will be our own evan- 
gelist, as well as at Pierson. Our work at 
Garrett is progressing nicely. We have let 
the contract for electric lights, have part of 
the new roof on, and expect to put on the 
remainder soon. We are also planning to 
paint the church in the spring. We are 
getting along fine with the building of the 
new Prairie Chapel Church. The frame of 
the building is up and enclosed. We expect 
to have it finished in time to hold a meeting 
before spring. It is meaning much work 
for myself as well as for Bro. Thomas Liv- 
engood in the building of this new church. 
It has been several years that there have 
been no services at the Prairie Chapel 
Church, but on investigating I found some 
thirty-six children’ as well as many older 
ones within a little over a mile of the church 
getting practically no religious training. We 
expect to hold Sunday-school and preaching 
services on Sunday afternoons there until 
they can do better. Brethren, let us raise 
our eyes and look. “The fields are white 
already unto harvest.”—-W. FASNACHT. 


INDIANA 


Lynn, December 11—A very successful 
revival closed at the Harrisville Church on 
December 7, after almost three weeks’ dura- 
tion. Rev. A. E. Cortner, of Albany, as- 
sisted the pastor with his powerful ser- 
mons and wonderful evangelistic service. 
Over fifty came forward and gave their 
hearts to Christ and forty-three united with 
the church at that place. The Church at 
large was revived and the church is looking 
forward to great things in the future — 
ZELMA MILLS, Pastor. 


Brazil, December 10—The Ladies’ Aid of 
Bee Ridge Church gave a bake sale in Brazil 
last week and made quite a lot of money. 
They did not sell everything, however, as the 
coal mining communities are having slack 
work at present. The Bee Ridge mission- 
sionary society took a Thank Offering Sun- 
day, December 2, and have nearly ten dol- 
lars to send in this month. The men’s 
Bible class had the lucky number of thirteen 
last Sunday in attendance with a collec- 
tion of one dollar and thirty cents——ALLEN 
EVANS. 


Lebanon, December 8—A three weeks’ 
revival at the First Christian Church came 
to a close the first Sunday of this month 
with forty-one additions to the church. Rev. 
A. W. Cash, the pastor, preached plain gos- 
pel sermons and Mr. Gilbert Brown led the 
seng services. The church will give a re- 
ception for the new members next Wednes- 
day night. The Sunday-school is increas- 
ing in attendance and interest. The mis- 
sionary society has held its Thank-offering 
service. The Sunday-school is planning for 
a Christmas program.—MINNIE BEEMAN. 


Darlington, December 6—Rev. J. C. Ore- 
baugh closed a splendid revival effort No- 
vember 25. The meetings continyed two 
weeks and resulted in an increased devotion 
and interest among the church folks, with 
one addition. The first week the pastors 
of the town preached one night each and on 
Thursday night of the second week Rev. J. 
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J, Beisiegel, of Winona, who was passing 
through, preached a most helpful sermon, 
and on Saturday night Rev. Richard Newby, 
of Plainfield, who was here conducting the 
Friends’ Quarterly Meeting, preached an 
impressive sermon. The closing service was 
the annual missionary Thank-offering serv- 
ice, at which time the program put out by 
the Mission Board with special music was 
splendidly rendered to a large and apprecia- 
tive audience. The offering was twenty- 
six dollars. W. A. Stewart had charge of 
the music during the meeting. The mis- 
sionary society sent a box of Christmas toys 
to Miss Martha Stacy for the work in Ja- 
pen, also a nice quilt to Franklinton College. 
—Ina L. Bowers, Clerk. 


Winona Lake, December 13—We are now 
nicely located at Winona Lake, in our own 
home, “The Galilee,” for which we are very 
thankful to God. Am serving two splendid 
churches, Majenica (Eel River Conference), 
and Greentown (Northwestern Indiana 
Conference). We held our revival at Ma- 
jenica in October and in many ways it was 
a great success. The good people furnished 
us a parsonage and all the eats while fam- 
ily and I were there. We had special 
nights, such as Children’s Night, Letter 
Night, Family Night, Church Night, and 
Musical Night. Our crowds were immense 
from three hundred to six hundred and 
fifty. A splendid spirit of co-operation pre- 
vailed. Special prayer meetings and per- 
sonal workers’ meetings were conducted. 
While there were only four additions to the 
church, we feel the meeting was a success. 
We. have a splendid orchestra and young 
people’s chorus. Our orchestra was on the 
program at the township and county Sun- 
day-school convention this year. Our com- 
mittee has ordered one hundred new song 
books and, best of all, the pastor received 
twenty new subscriptions for The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty and nine for-The Christian 
Missionary. Our Huntington County rally 
of our churches was a great success at 
Majenica with Dr. Etter, Rev. Mr. Rowe, 
and the writer exchanging pulpits with a 
union basket dinner at Majenica and serv- 
ices in the afternoon with Dean Enders as 
the speaker. Our special offerings for Edu- 
cation and the Aged Ministers’ Home have 
been taken. Our Sunday-school is now 
planning a Christmas program. 

At Greentown we have a real modern 
plant lately remodeled at a cost of $8,800. 
Have a fine people, splendid chorus, and two 
quartets. The ladies’ quartet received the 
banner at the Northwestern Indiana Con- 
ference this year for best singing. By next 
Sunday we hope to have the balance of the 
repair debt cleared up and burn the note 
January 1, 1924. The woman’s board of 
home and foreign missions, Northwestern 
Indiana Conference, was held at Greentown 
December 4 with Dr. Denison and other 
speakers taking part. Mrs. Morrill will be 
with us Sunday, December 16, afternoon 
and night. In October our fiftieth anni- 
versary of the church was held, Rev. Mr. 
Cortner being the main speaker. Some 
twelve preachers were present. Dr. J. L. 


Puckett, Kokomo, Ind., organized this 
church fifty years ago. We were sorry he 
could not with us, though he sent a 


letter of greeting which was read by our 
clerk. We are planning to begin our re- 
vival in January. I attended two county 
Sunday-school conventions lately at Koko- 
mo and Huntington. At the latter I heard 
our great W. C. Pearce. Had a union 
Thanksgiving service at the Methodist 
Church, Greentown, where the writer had 
the privilege of giving the address. Over 
the fifth Sunday I preached at Pleasant 
Grove where I received Paul Dowty into 
the Church and baptized him and another 
candidate. Young Dowty is a sterling 


young man and pledged himself for Chris- 
tian life service uncer Brother McD. How- 
sare’s program at Eel River Conference 
“this year at Winona Lake. Have been very 
busy since moving to Winona Lake, and 
again I thank God for a little part in his 
vineyard and for the little heaven here at 
Winona Lake where one can breathe the 
genuine, pure, religious atmosphere amidst 
earth’s beautiful garden by the lake. Let’s 
all take courage and go on staying close to 
God, and to him be all the glory.—J. J. 
BEISIBGEL. 
IOWA 


Mt. Pleasant, December 13—It was our 
blessed privilege on last Tuesday, De- 
cember 11, to be in the neighborhood of 
Sandusky, Iowa, where “something was 
going to happen.” News was flying over 
the phones announcing a surprise on Miss 
- Althea Denmire to celebrate her seventieth 
birthday at her home. Guests continued to 
arrive until something like forty were 
present, all bringing baskets of something 
good to eat. It was indeed a happy 
gathering. A number of the women pres- 
ent were children with Miss Althea and 
have grown up as schoolmates, neighbors, 
and friends, also fellow-workers in the 
same Christian Church of Sandusky. A 
few minutes before dinner was announced 
a beautiful salad dish was handed Mrs. 
Rhodes, requesting her to make the pre- 
sentation, immediately following prayer by 
Brother Rhodes. After dinner as a bene- 
diction and pledge one to the other, we 
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Prayer for Christmas Peace 


(CHRISTMAS peace is God’s; and 

he must give it himself, with his 
own hand, or we shall never get it. 
Go then to God himself. Thou art 
his child, as Christmas Day declares; 
be not afraid to go unto thy Father. 
Pray to him; tell him what thou want- 
est; say: “Father, I am not moderate, 
reasonable, forbearing. I fear I can- 
not keep Christmas aright for I have 
not a peaceful Christmas spirit in me; 
and I know that I shall never get it 
by thinking, and reading, and under- 
standing; for it passes all that, and 
lies far away beyond it, does peace, in 
the very essence of thine undivided, 
unmoved, absolute, eternal Godhead, 
which no change nor decay of this 
created world, nor sin or folly of men 
or devils, can ever alter; but which 
abideth forever what it is, in perfect 
rest, and perfect power and perfect 
love. O Father, give me thy Christ- 
mas peace.”—Charles Kingsley. 


sang “God be with you,” and Sister Althea 
made a few remarks, welcoming, thanking, 
-and inviting us back. God bless our dear 
Sister and may her life be strengthened 
and spared to bless and comfort us.— 
FRIEND. : 


Indianola, December 8—The Milo revival 
meetings came to a close November 25. 
The total visible results were more than 
two hundred conversions and public recon- 
secrations, the reconsecrations amounting 
to about twenty or twenty-five. The results 
not measured in numbers of public con- 
fessions are impossible of measurement. 
The whole town and vicinity are thoroughly 
stirred. The effects were felt even in In- 
dianola and other adjoining towns. The C. 
U. Church and also the other churches of 
Milo are thoroughly alive, and planning 

ater constructive work than ever in their 
ives before. We must call especial atten- 
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tion to the splendid work of the pastor, Rev. 
Geo. J. McClellan, both in preparing the 
way before the meetings began, and in un- 
tiring work almost night and day during 
the meetings. We have held many revival 
meetings, but never with a more devoted 
nor efficient pastor. Probably to him should 
go the greater praise for all earthly influ- 
ences in the campaign. Certainly the su- 
preme praise should go to him who said, 
“My word shall not return unto me void.” 
We have just gotten settled in Indianola, 
which is to be our home for some time to 
come. Will care for two good country 
churches between meetings. We have a 
choice date or two open for revival meet- 
ings during the winter. Will guarantee 
success if the people will follow instruc- 
tions.— FREDERICK COOPER, Evangelist. 


Orient, December 8—The Thanksgiving 
service at the Hill of Zion Church was very 
good. -I think it was the first service of the 
kind for this church. The pageant, “The 
Road to Contentment and Happiness,” by 
Mrs. Bullock, was given by the Christian 
Endeavorers as a part of the Thanksgiving 
service. We plan for the first rehearsal to- 
morrow afternoon on the pageant, “Beth- 
lehem,” to be given Christmas Eve. Prof. 
QO. B. Byram, of the high school here, is 
directing the pageant. The children will 
furnish a part of the Christmas program 
also. It is planned to give a party at the 
church for the little children on Saturday 
afternoon before Christmas probably, when 
it is hoped to give them a happy time in 
keeping with the joyousness of Christmas, 
and for the Sunday-school to remember 
them with a treat of “goodies.” The Christ- 
mas service is to be very worshipful by di- 
recting the thoughts of every one to the 
birth of the Christ, which the pageant 
planned does in such a fine way. There will 
be no Santa Claus and no _hilariousness 
through dispensing candy and peanuts to 
every one. As I see it, the practice of 
“treat for every one,” with the accompany- 
ing “littering” of the church house with 
peanut hulls, ete., in a very real way hin- 
ders the presence of the genuine spirit of 
worship and adoration, which it seems to 
me ought to be supremely characteristic of 
the Christmas service. Mrs. Athella M. 
Howsare was in our community for a little 
while recently, but on account of rain we 
were unable to receive the benefit of hay- 
ing her speak to us in a public service. She 
visited the high school one morning, how- 
ever, and spoke to the students at their 
morning exercises, telling them something 
about the Dayton public school system. Her 
official position as a member of the Dayton 
school Board eminently qualified her for 
the very interesting talk which she gave. 
The local paper in the school notes gave an 
extensive report of Mrs. Howsare’s talk. 
The visits of denominational workers pay 
splendid dividends, in my estinention.—bus 
BURNELL, Pastor. 


KANSAS 


Stafford, December 11—In November I 
visited Matfield Green, Cassoday, and To- 
wanda churches. The first two named have 
had no regular preaching for the past six 
years. Matfield Green, then known as Olive 
Branch, was one of the six churches cove- 
nanting together as the Southern Kansas 
Christian Conference in September, 1877. 
While with them I had the pleasure of re- 
ceiving Rev. H. D. Cole and family, of Em- 
poria, Kansas, eight in all, into church fel- 
lowship. Bro. Cole is a son of the late Rev. 
Henry Cole and came to us as a licentiate 
minister from the United Brethren Church. 
Some plans were being made toward reviv- 
ing the work. Bro. Cole has preached for 
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them at least two Sabbaths since my meet- 
ing with them. A series of evangelistic 
meetings is what they are especially desir- 
ing. With the present outlook it needs to 
be soon if we are to hold the work. Others 
are looking over the field. They have a good 
Sunday-school. Cassoday has a little band 
of anxious, faithful ones. On account of 
sickness and short notice no services have 
been held there. They have a Sunday-school 
and Ladies’ Aid society. This is Father 
Cameron’s home. Through his services at 
Kansas Christian College and among Kan- 
sas churches he is known and loved all over 
the State for his cheery Christian spirit and 
faithfulness—a real veteran of the cross. 
Sister Cameron is also in poor health. These 
two appointments have been all these years 
in country towns, now the railroad has really 
come and the people are taking new courage. 
The population is increasing rapidly. Mat- 
field Green and Cassoday should be made a 
real pastorate, but there is much hard work 
necessary to bring this to pass. Towanda, 
another one of the original six churches, un- 
der Pastor Hendrickson’s leadership, is plan- 
ning the year’s work and, seemingly, is 
working its plans. Was with them at their 
‘monthly business meeting. The outlook 
seemed good. Rev. A. A. Thomas has the 
care of Pleasant Hill Church for another 
year. This is also one of the original six. 
The other three went out of existence years 
ago. 

eThe writer took charge of the work at 
Neola December 1.—E. RASMUSSEN. 


MICHIGAN 


Britton, December 11—The Britton Chris- 
tian Church held its annual business meeting 
last Saturday evening. There was an unu- 
sually good attendance and a good spirit pre- 
vailed. All reports indicatel that the church 
is in a good condition. A new feature in our 
church life, and one that is meeting with a 
hearty response, is our Monday night meet- 
ings. As many as can, bring their suppers 
and we eat together and enjoy a social hour 
from six-thirty to seven-thirty. At seven- 
thirty all of these, and others who could not 
come for supper, come together for a period 
of study. This period is opened by the sing- 
ing of songs and a short season of prayer. 
For four weeks we have been studying 
Stewardship, using the book, “The Christian 
and His Money Problems,” as a guide. We 
will have one more study. of this subject. 

With the beginning of the new year we 
plan to study some of the mission study 
books for a period of five or six weeks, and 
then to follow that with four or five studies 
in evangelism. This will lead us up to our 
intensive campaign of evangelism in which 
Brother Howsare is to assist us. The num- 
bers and interest in these meetings have 
steadily increased. Last night there were 
fifty-two present. We are planning to ob- 
serve with special program the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the organization of the 
church which occurs on the twenty-eighth 
of February. If ary ore who reads this 
should be in possession of any facts or inci- 
dents that might be of interest in connection 
with the history of this church, I should ap- 
preciate it very much if he would commu- 
nicate with me at once—J. C. DEREMER, 
Pastor. 

NEW YORK 

East Cobleskill, December 9—About the 
middle of October the ladies of the Chris- 
tian Church gave their annual chicken 
supper. The crowd was beyond our expec- 
tation and the proceeds amounted to two 
hundred and nine dollars. The middle of No- 
vember we gave another chicken supper us- 
ing our new dining room and kitchen for the 
first time, The returns were one hundred 
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and fifty dollars or a little better. The 
kitchen and dining room are about com- 
pleted. The steel ceiling, the colored win- 
dows, and most of the lumber have been 
taken from the Christian Church at 
Warnerville. We feel so grateful for we 
needed it so badly, thanks to our untiring 
pastor, Rev. Georgia Weaton, and the con- 
ference. Sister Weaton is always planning 
and doing for us. The Mission Aid is help- 
ing out with the right spirit. At our last 
meeting we voted to care for one boy a 
month in Japan. The Sunday-school today 
voted to care for another, and a sister and 
husband took one to care for for a month. 
On New Year’s Eve we bring our white gifts 
to the King. We are not going to exchange 
gifts this year, but are going to bring it 
in money-and send it to Japan. We think 
we can care for one boy a year. God grant 
that we may all have the will to do so. 
The Mission Aid has a membership of 
thirty-seven, I think, and each of us has 
earned a dollar and when we bring it in 
we tell how we have earned it, Christmas 
Eve we will have a little Christmas tree 
for the small classes and just a little 
present from the Sunday-school for them. 
—Mrkrs. S. S. NELSON. 


ONTARIO 


Oshawa, December 10—Twelve new mem- 
bers were received into the church last night, 
making a total of fifty-seven new members 
this year. November 4 our anniversary ser- 
vices were successful, Dr. W. P. Fletcher de- 
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in observing 


Kingdom Enlistment Week 


17% GAIN IN MEMBERSHIP 
im one week 


Bankers, high-school teachers, and 
business men, highly endorse our new 
program of evangelism. 


It Surely Works 


Department of Evangelism and Life Service 
McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 
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Room 23, C. P. A. Bldg. DAYTON, OHIO 





livering two inspiring sermons to large con-. 


gregations. The following Sunday night 
some were turned away for lack of seats af- 
ter available chairs were brought in. The 
steadiness of this excellent attendance this 
fall is subject of many remarks. The Chris- 
tian Endeavor meetings are not as well at- 
tended as they were, while our young people 
are very active in other departments of our 
work. The Sunday-school attendance yes- 
terday was the highest registered for years. 
Yet we see much room for improvement, so 
shall continue te press on.—E. T. COTTEN, 


Pastor. 
Mrs. J. W. Coate 


Susanna Fortner Coate was born Septem- 
ber 20, 1846, near Brazil, Indiana, and de- 
parted this life November 5, 1923, at the 
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home of her daughter, Mrs. L. M. Giger, 
Winfield, Kansas, who so tenderly took care 
of her through her last sickness. 

She was united in marriage to Rev. J. W. 
Coate at Legrand, Iowa, April 29, 1866. She 
was a faithful wife and a loving mother, 
and leaves to mourn their loss one daughter, 
and two sons, three grandchildren, also many 
other relatives and friends. 

Brief services were held at Winfield at her 
home at four p. m., November 6, Rev. Mr. 
McClellan officiating. Remains were brought 
to Miltonvale, Kansas, for burial. Services 
were held at the Meredith Christian Church, 
Rev. Mr. Cortner officiating. The body was 
laid to rest in the Oakland cemetery by the 
side of her husband who preceded her in 
death October 19, 1919. 

Rev. and Mrs. Coate were old residents of 
Cloud County, moving here from Ottawa, 
Kansas, in 1892 with their family and set- 
tling near Miltonvale. They moved to Win- 
field about nineteen years ago where they 
made their home until death. Both were 
members of the Meredith Christian Church 
where Mr. Coate wags pastor for a time. 

Mrs. Eva Davis. 


The Miracles of Jesus 
(Continued from page 10) 


without fruitage, by profession without 
practice, by pretentions without perform- 
ance, the solemn, sacramental action of our 
Lord? Paul’s warning to the Romans is 
timely. In Romans 11:21-22 he says, “For 
if God spared not the natural branches, take 
heed lest he also spare not thee. Behold 
therefore the goodness and severity of God: 
on them which fell, severity; but toward 
thee, goodness, if thou continue in his good- 
ness: otherwise thou shalt be cut off.” It 
is not a trivial thing to have the Church of 
God planted in our midst, with its ordinances 
free for our acceptance, its sacraments of- 
fered for our enjoyment, its doctrines pro- 
claimed for our enlightenment, its gospel 
preached for our edification, and its respon- 
sibilities to discharge for growth in grace. 
“Unto whomsoever much is given, of them 
shall much be required.” In this day of 
unrest, turmoil, and unbelief, Christ expects 
much of us. “Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit.” Will the voice of 
the Church be heard above the unintelligent 
clamor and babble of voices and unsettled 
faith? God looks for fruit and expects it 
when it is due. If his people become unfruit- 
ful, prove false to their vows and their mis- 
sion, neglect his ordinances and refuse to 
enter into his program of Kingdom growth 
and service, he will visit them with judicial 
blindness, hardness of heart, delusion of pur- 
pose and ultimate decay. 

_Our growth in grace and spiritual expe- 
rience may seem slow and unpromising. But 
it should be remembered that the fact that 
our growth was planted when we prayed in 
faith for such a joyful experience, and’ the 
test of our faith will be seen in the patience 
we exercise in waiting for the evidence that 
the blessing has been received. The new- 
born babe is never conscious of its birth, but 
it comes to a knowledge of its physical life 
by the gradual process of unfolding. The 
unfolding of the spiritual life is no less grad- 
ual. The key to present happiness is antic- 
ipating faith. “Believe that ye receive and 
ye shall have.”—Pleasant Hill Ohio. 


oOo 
“Activity may lead to evil; but inactiv- 
ity cannot be led to good.” 
Oo 


“No man is such a conqueror as the man 
who has defeated himself.” 
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Just Among Ourselves 


held in many of our churches, as you 

will notice in the news From the Field 
appearing from week to week. In other 
words, this is now the special harvest time 
for gathering into our churches those who 
have been living outside the church and who 
have never before made the great decision 
for Christ. 


Many of these will be the boys and girls 
from our Sunday-schools, while others will 
be adults, but all will be sorely in need of 
words of encouragement and deeds of help- 
fulness from all those who have been in the 
church for some time and are actively en- 
gaged in the Master’s service. They will 
also be in need of religious and other help- 
ful literature that they may get rightly 
started in their new and changed life. These 
young converts will have great confidence in 
their pastor who has been the means of their 
being won to Christ and the Church. They 
will naturally go to him for advice and coun- 
sel. This affords you, Brother Pastor, a 
great opportunity for placing their church 
paper, The Herald of Gospel Liberty, in 
these homes so they may become informed 
as early as is possible as to the history and 
principles of their church and what is really 
expected of them as followers of the Christ. 
Through the reading of their church paper 


G reid in revival services are now being 


_ they will get a real vision of service and will 


also become interested in the larger work of 
the Kingdom. All Christian fathers and 
mothers are vitally interested in the welfare 
ef their children, and every home of our 
entire membership needs The Herald for 
many things. It is unfair to raise children 
without the help and training that Will be 
gained from the reading of its pages from 
week to week. The reading of the right 
kind of secular papers and magazines is 
necessary and should be encouraged, but 
they never can take the place of the relig- 
ious newspaper. 

We hope all of our pastors will avail 
themselves of this great opportunity of put- 
ting The Herald into the homes of all new 
members as soon as received into their re- 
spective churches. We know of nothing 
costing so little that will, be of as much real 
value to their lives as will be The Herald. 

And while getting the new ones, also get 


those who have long been in your church 
but have never taken their church paper, or, 
if they at one time did take it, have, per- 
haps through neglect or carelessness, al- 
lowed their subscriptions to expire and failed 
to renew. We are sorry to have to say we 
have a goodly number of this kind in nearly 
all our churches and many will be glad to 
give you their subscriptions if you wili only 
go to them and ask them to do so. Just try 
it and you will be agreeably surprised at the 
results attained. 
A. F. CHASE, 


Circulation Manager. 


First Christmas Tree 


AVE you ever wondered where our 
Christmas trees come from? Of course 
you know that the men in the big forests 
begin cutting down fir trees and evergreen 
trees early in November for our Christmas 
in December. 
This little story tells about the first 
Christmas tree. 


In the far North on a cold winter night, 
a kind-hearted man was riding in his sleigh 
through the forests. As he rode along he 
imagined how much more beautiful the 
snow-laden, frost-covered fir trees would be 
if they could only have, as little lamps on 
their branches, the twinkling stars over- 
head. And then he thought of Christmas 
and how delightful it would be if people 
could have these fir trees in their homes 
on Christmas Eve. 

That Christmas he went to the forest, 
brought home a fir tree, trimmed it with 
bright, shiny tinsel, hung a present and a 
sack of candy on every branch, and placed 
on every twig a tiny lighted candle to shine 
like the twinkling stars in the heavens 
above. 

So much happiness did this first Christ- 
mas tree bring and so beautiful was it that 
we have celebrated our Christmas with 
Christmas trees ever since—Charles A. 
Exley, in Juvenile World Magazine. 


ao 


A great many do not believe in the deity 
of Christ simply because they do not know 


(23) 1223 
how absolutely the world needs God incar- 
nate in the flesh. I have a dear friend, who 
says that he never realized how it must be 
that Christ was the Son of God until dur- 
ing his university course he went down to 
work in the county jail. Sunday after Sun- 
day as he sat down among the prisoners in 
that jail, among men of darkened souls, men 
of rotted-out characters, men who were 
hopeless about this world and the world to 
come, men who were as dead as any man 
could ever be when his body was laid down 
in his grave, he realized as he had never 
realized before that, if there never had been 
an incarnation, by the very character of 
God there must be one; because it was 
necessary that there should come into the 
world somewhere and some time that great 
release of divine transforming power with- 
out which the world in its death could never 
live. We believe it came nineteen hundred 
years ago once for all in Jesus of Nazareth. 
—Robert E. Speer, in “The Deity of 
Christ.” 

oO 


A man is the part he plays among his fel- 
lows. He is not isolated; he cannot be. 
His life is made up of the relations he bears 
to others—is made or marred by those re- 
lations, guided by them, judged by them, 
expressed in them. There is nothing else 
upon which he can spend his spirit— 
nothing else that we can see. It is by these 
he gets his spiritual growth; it is by these 
we see his character revealed, his purpose, 
and his gifts—Woodrow Wilson. 








Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


B. S. Barton, R. R. 2, Earlton, Kans. 
Frederick Cooper, 707 Boston St., Indianola, Iowa. 





Edwin B. Flory, 48 W. Fairview Ave., Dayton, Ohio. 
David S. Hensley, 1013 Powers St., Muncie, Ind. 





CHANDELIERS 


The Mt, Sterling, Ohio, Church has four good 
oxidized brass chandeli electric 


to any church that can use them. Write to Mr. 
A. S, Alkire, Mt. Sterling, Ohio. 





EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE NEW ENG- 
LAND CHRISTIAN CONVENTION AND 
ALLIED SOCIETIES 

Engiand Christian Convention, the Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the Denomination 
Called Christian, and the New England 
Society will meet in special 
Christian Church, N: 





Special Book Bargains 


Prices quoted below apply only to our present stock as indicated. 
When the supply of any book is exhausted, we retain the privilege of 
substituting with another book of the same price. These books are new 
and while a few are slightly shelfworn, all are in good condition. Cash 
must accompany all orders and no books are returnable on this offer. This 
is a rare opportunity; especially for Mission workers and Libraries. 


Stock Publisher’s Special 
tee Price Price 
41 copies “Rising Church in Non-Christian Lands.” Paper.$ .40 
35 ” “Rising Church in Non-Christian Lands.” Cloth. 60 
20 “World Mission and World Peace.” Cloth. -....... .60 
35 “Home Missions in Action.” Cloth. +... .60 
85 “Home Missions in Action.” Paper. ................ 05 
15 “Ministers of Mercy.” Paper. -......................... .50 
5 “Ministers of Mercy.” Cloth. -...........000002.0........ 
20 “With God in the World.” Cloth. —.................. 
10 “The King’s Highway.” Cloth. —..........000.00000..... 
5 “The King’s Highway.” Paper. -....................... 
37 “Christ in Everyday Life.” Cloth. -.................... 
16 “Heroes of the Cross in America.” Paper. __... 
5 “A AEPICeR “TOR. Fee hoon ckcten phe, 
7 “All Along the Trail.” Board. -............................. 
10 “Pate 06... GO sie sci esa ced. 
22 “Efficiency Points.” Cloth. -......2..:......0.......... 
11 TE NS NN. cence cere ee a tacces 
10 MPP WINNIE EE PUNE OI nosso nese peceneeienast 
10 “Children of the Lighthouse.” Board. ................ 
100 “Old Spain in New America.” Cloth. —.......... 
30 “Old Spain in New America.” Paper. -........... 
39 “India on the March.” Paper. ......................-.....-- 
7 “Building With India.” Paper. -....................... 


Address all orders to 


The Christian Publishing Association 


Fifth & Ludlow Sts. Dayton, Ohio. 
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